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COVER PHOTO - From the internet - ‘Unsuitable for motors’ it said. Not so for Philip Coombs’ M-Type which effortlessly 
waded through the Duntisbourne Abbots ford during this years Vintage Minor Register Summer Rally the day after Pre War 
Prescott (U.K.)



WINTER 2019  
I sincerely hope everyone had a terrific holiday season and 
you are now working overtime in your garage preparing 
that MMM treasure for our upcoming National Meet in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, June 19-22, 2019. Sarah & Bill 
Richey have pulled out all the stops to make this our,  
Register’s most spectacular National Meet ever!! 
  I want to introduce Casey Duncan as our new Web  
Master! Casey brings to our Register overwhelming  
experience in software engineering as he is a world wide 
consultant in his field. Casey also is the owner of a  
beautiful J2 which we will enjoy at our meets for years to 
come. Casey is on the right with the guys at Kimber House 
in Abingdon, England during our Beaulieu trip last  
September. Jack Schneider will continue his duties as our 
Register Treasure. Jack is on the left in the photo below. 

 
  In the mail recently you received an event schedule,  
feature car announcement, and a registration form for the 
Bowling Green National Meet. Fill in your registration 
form and make your hotel reservations and send to Sarah.   
  I look forward to seeing all of you with your pride  
and joy for three days of fun and companionship in  
Bowling Green. 
 
 
Cheers, 
Jack 
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(Left to Right) MG Guys, Jack Schneider, Rich Weiskopf, John Orrell, Jack Kahler, Casey Duncan



By this time, most of you have renewed 
your membership for 2019. However, there are still a few still 
not renewed. You know who you are. I hope no one was  
offended by my periodic reminder emails, but for every renewal 
that comes in after I start putting the directory together, I have 
to revise the members pages. This takes extra work and delays 
the publication. This year, I am simply going to go ahead, so 
those who have not renewed will be listed as “Membership 
Lapsed”. 
  Many of you have noticed and joined the Triple-M Forum 
and the associated documents. This web site is ably put  
together by Nick Feakes (an ex-pat Brit living in Florida) and 
is sponsored by the MG Car Club Triple-M Register. It  
contains an unbelievable amount of information, including 
most workshop manuals for the Triple-M models, various  
documents and diagrams, copies of some of the early club  
“MG magazine”, and the complete compendium on the J2 put 
together by the late George Jarrard. It also  is the way you can 
see and update your own personal information and that of your 
car. Not least, it is the best marketplace of used and spare parts 
you are looking for or have to sell. If you haven’t visited or 
joined the site, I encourage you to do so. You may find the site 

at:  
http://www.triple-mregister.org 
I know it's early and even I 
have not yet signed up, but  
remember that our own 
Triple-M annual meet is in 
June in Bowling Green,  
Kentucky. I hope you are 
planning to attend. More  
details were mailed along 
with your renewal forms, but 
can also be found on the 
Register web site at: 
 http://www.nammmr.org. 
  We continue to add new 
members. The latest is  
Benjamin Hertzog, after  
receiving his father’s M-type. 
So please join me in welcoming 
our newest members. 
                                                                  
Octagonally,   Lew 
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NEW MEMBERS  
 
 

Rob Ellis 
Aukland, New Zealand 

J4311 
–———————– 

Benjamin Hertzog 
Houston, TX 
2M0586 

–———————– 
Stephen & Jeanne Spaw 

Culver, IN 
J3541 
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February 2019  There are necessary changes happening with the Register website.  
In the fall of last year our web domain host went out of business. We have secured our domain name (nammmr.org) 
with a new host and provider. At this time, we are in process of rebuilding the site back to a navigable and simplified 
web tool.Currently, if you attempt to go to our domain: www.nammmr.org, you will come upon content of the old 
site but in an out of order state with areas not readable.  

Please stay tuned and visit soon, our updated Register website at www.nammmr.org. 

Please visit our Register website at www.nammmr.org.  
  Planning is well under way for our 2019 annual event in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. I am looking very forward to the 
NAMMMR putting on our own event next year. It  
promises to be a fantastic time. Please attend and with your 
cars, if at all possible. The more the merrier! Let’s have a 
record attendance of MMM’s for all to see! Information on 
this event is on page 8 & 9 in this issue. I will keep the  
website updated with all current & new need-to-know info.     
  Earlier last year, the Register designed new regalia items. 
We purchased a small inventory of these items for immediate 
sale. I bought a few of these myself. The quality of the  
product and embroidery is extremely nice. Please go to our 
website at www.nammmr.org and take a look. We hope you 
are happy with what we arrived at as our new look.  
  Contact Cathy Gunderson about items you would like to 
order. Wear the NAMMMR brand proud! If available 
quantities would run short, we have the understanding the 
vendor Cathy that has sourced is able to turn around 
smaller volume reorders rather quickly!       
  Please check out the Member’s Cars page, too. A link to 
it is provided via the homepage menu bar. If your car is not 
listed, we would like to include it. Please send me a photo 
of your MMM car. My email address is below. Proud  
owners can be part of the photo! Basic car info is part of 
the listing as you will see.                   
  Finally, “Like us”, “Follow us” on Facebook. I have started 
a page dedicated to the North American MMM Register. 
Look us up using the full register name. As I find interesting 
things posted by others, MMM related, etc, I will share 
them via the page.         
Thank you, 
Jack Schneider  britjack67@gmail.com 
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Celebrating 
30 Years 

of Preserving 
and  

Maintaining...

MMM 
Motor 
Cars

Triple-M Register Forum
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Name (s) ____________________________  ______________________________________ 
Street Address________________________________________________________________ 
City/ ______________________________  State ______________ ZIP_________________ 
Phone (Home):_______________________ (Cell):____________________________ 
Email Address:__________________________________ 
 
Vehicle #1 Information     Year:_________  Model: __________________ Color:__________ 
Details of Interest: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Vehicle #2 Information     Year:_________  Model: __________________ Color:__________ 
Details of Interest: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Events & Prices                                                  Per Entry                                               Item Total 
Registration                           Includes First Car      $60.    ($70. after May 25, 2019)                  $_________ 
                                             Additional Car          $30.    ($40. after May 25, 2019)                  $_________ 
Wednesday Evening BBQ @ The Richey’s                   $20.per person   x ______(qty)      =      $_________ 
Friday Evening Awards Banquet @Federal Grove         $30.per person   x ______(qty)      =       $_________ 

Total Enclosed                                                                                                                    $_________ 
 

Have you reserved a hotel room for the event? 
Our rate is $135. per night + taxes. This rate includes up to two (2) Harland Cafe breakfast vouchers, per room, per night.  

Guests may call the Holiday Inn University Plaza at: 270- 745-0088 or 1-800-HOLIDAY  
and mention block code NA1. 

 
I am aware of the hazards inherent with motor vehicle events and specifically release and do indemnigy the organizers, 
supporting sponsors an d NAMMMR collectively and seperatley from any and all liability from personal injury and 
property damage incurred by meor my guests while participating in this meet. 
 
Signed _____________________________________    Dated   ___________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable t mthe NAMMMR and mail to:                     NAMMMR 2019 
                                                                                                                  c/o Sarah Richey 
                                                                                                                  914 Smith CT 
                                                                                                                  Bowling Green, KY 42103 
 

                   Please include mthis completed mform with your submission.  
                Deadline for mregistration is May 25, 2019.  

            An additional $10. per car late fee applies after that date.

2019 NAMMMR  
National Meet 

 

Bowling Green, KY 
June 19-22, 2019

REGISTER 

NOW!
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Come celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the M-Type!  
Join your fellow MMM members at the Holiday Inn-University Plaza for 

three days of fun and fellowship. 

Arrive on Wednesday, June 19 and travel an easy two miles to the home and garage of Bill 
and Sarah Richey for a relaxing and welcoming southern BBQ meal.  
  On Thursday plan on enjoying the car show and swap meet, lunch on your own, a tour of 
Holley Carburetor and an informative seminar with Tom Wilson back at the Richey’s garage. 
  That evening at the Montana Grill, a local top favorite we’ll be enjoying our traditional 

Bibulous Gallimaufry ! 
  Friday will be our day to visit the Corvette Museum and get a look at that infamous sink 
hole. (Don’t worry it’s all been fixed!) Look around, you might see an MG on display!  
  You can stay to have a milk shake and a burger at the Museum Soda Shop or return to the 
hotel and try one of the many restaurants nearby.  
  Later we’ll have some fun at the Funkana and then everyone freshen up for our final dinner 
at Federal Grove, a wonderful anti-bellum home outside of town serving delicious family 
style meals.

 Travel to Bowling Green where we’re “Both geared for fun”! 
 

(More news and exact times coming before the event)

2019 NAMMMR  
National Meet 

 

Bowling Green, KY 
June 19-22, 2019
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REGISTER for the Event and Hotel EARLY as we are anticipating a Close-Off number 
of participants for seminar space and rooms.

  Peter Thornley – What’s NOT in My Book! 
 • 

Peter Ross – The ARCA J-2 and UK Racing Teams 
 • 

Carl Meyer – Morris Garages in USA 
 • 

Tom Metcalf and Brenda Benzar – Racing Ladies Then & Now 
 • 

John Twist – The MG TD/TF Workshop Manual 

Tom Lange – Factory Production Records and MGT Repairs 
 • 

Audience “Best Book” Presentation – Tell us about YOUR best 
automotive book of the year or the best MG  

book you’ve read/used. Bring it along and tell us about it! 
 • 

Flea Market 
Bring along items to sell or trade. 

12TH               13TH           

6825 Norwitch Drive in Philadelphia, PA        
www.simeonemuseum.org/the-collection

AApprriill  22001199

In addition tothe Simeone K3  
 these confirmed MG race cars will be present. 

 
MG J2 ARCA Racer of Peter Ross, 

 • 
MG NA Racer of Gerry Lettieri, 

 • 
MG P Racer of Jason Urban, 

 • 
The famous MG N Special of Brenda Benzar 
 (ex Doreen Evans - Dancing Daughter fame) 

 • 
 MG TD Race car Mark Sherman 

 • 
We have several more not yet confirmed  

We hope to have close to the ten requested. 

Our feature speaker will be Dr. Fred Simeone and he will discuss his MG K3 and the museum which is one 
of the finest of its type in the world. Tentative details of the other presenters and program include...

Registration forms are now on the NEMGTR web site (www.nemgtr.org)  and in this Sacred Octagon.  
Registration cut off date is March 12, 2019  Reserve a room at the hotel now.

(MMM)MG  

Race Cars 

on display!



Name(s):                                                                                                             

Address:                                                                                                                                        

City:                                                        State/Province:                

Zip/Postal Code:                       Telephone:                                            

Email:                                                                                                     

Number of People: ☐ 1 ☐2 ☐3 ☐4 
Names for Name Badges:                                                                 

                                                                                                                 
(Please print names as to appear on badge) 

Number of Vegetarian Lunches (Saturday) ☐0 ☐1 ☐ 2 ☐3 ☐4 
Flea Market Table Required  ☐ YES  ☐ NO  

Registration fee is $150.00 per person (US $) 
 

REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES admission to the Museum, Friday 
dinner and Cecil Kimber birthday celebration, flea market space, the  
Saturday Festival presentations by M.G. researchers, Saturday luncheon, 
and the Saturday night dinner. A cash bar will be available each night.  

Total Enclosed: $                     Check 

Pay by Credit Card:                                                                             
(Enter 15 or 16 digit Number) 

Expiration Date:                       CVV2#: (3 or 4 digits)                       
(Required by our credit card processor) 

Signature:                                                                                                 

Name on Card:                                                                                 
 
 
Are you a Presenter ? ☐ YES  ☐ NO 
Questions? Email: kfest2019@nemgtr.org

REGISTER ON LINE at: 
www.nemgtr.org 

or  Send completed Registration to:  
Gord Whatley 
32 Brock Street, Acton,  Ontario, 
Canada, L7J 1N2 
Make check payable to:  
The New England MG T Register  
In order to have time to prepare 
the Kimber Festival materials, 
please sign up by March 12th

You must reserve hotel direct - We have 
40 rooms reserved at the Embassy 

Suites by Hilton Philadelphia Airport,  
9000 Bartram Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19153.  

Direct (215) 365-4500.   
The room costs are $149 per night +tax.  

(SPECIAL same rate for 3 days before and 
after for those wishing to extend their stay – 

Contact Danielle at (215) 796-6019)   
Rooms will be held until March 12, 2019. 
(The room includes a full breakfast menu.)

Check out the Kimber Festival at: 
www.nemgtr.org 
Check out the Museum at: 
www.simeonemuseum.org/the-collection

40 rooms booked   
Hotel Rooms going fast! 

 Addional rooms available 
until March 12



Effective February 2019 

I have recently completed the Register 
Income Statement for 2018. We  

budgeted to end the year with a positive $450.00 after all 
expenses had been paid.  
  During 2018 we designed new regalia items and invested 
a modest sum into an inventory of the new products. These 
are ready for immediate purchase from Cathy Gunderson. 
That investment affected our bottom line to a minor extent. 
The investment was just over $1,600.00. It proved to not 
hurt the bottom line very much. We have already recouped 
some of that spend.  
  At the end of the year, we were $870.00 to the negative. 
At the same time, we had & still have ample funds in our 
checking account to cover the shortfall. During this next 
year, I hope we can recoup more of this investment as  
members choose to purchase items from Cathy. If your 
choice/size is not in stock, Cathy assures us there is only a 
short wait time to fill those orders.  
  I have drafted the 2019 Budget. As you are aware, during 
2018 the board adopted a trial reduced dues membership  

 

renewal policy to encourage quicker action by members to 
renew for 2019. That test has proved very successful, as Lew 
Palmer’s report will state. 
  The reduced dues amount affects us with less overall  
operating income against this year’s budgeted expenses. I 
have trimmed/adjusted the different areas of our budget to 
accommodate the lower amount. In the end, I estimate to 
end 2019 with a positive $115.00.  
  Our national event this year in Bowling Green, KY is our 
own private event. This is a first time occurrence in my 
tenure with the Register.  We will keep the finances for this 
event separate from the main annual budget. At the end of 
the event I will fold the outcome into our main  
operating income statement. Our goal is to have great 
 participation from our members, with hopes of having at 
least 25 NAMMMR cars in attendance!  

Let’s see lots of us there! 
  
 Thank you for your participation,  
 Jack Schneider  NAMMMR Treasurer 
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My husband, our two small children and I moved to England in 
1956 where Ed was overseeing the purchase of several Britannia  
aircraft for Northeast Airlines. They were to be built by the Bristol 
Aircraft Company in Bristol, England. He was given a new Ford  
company car but the kids and I were stuck, thus started my search for 
a “cheap” car. We had registered the children in a school a few miles 
away and learned that two neighbor children were to attend the same 
school.  
  I searched through several garages, mind you, this wasn’t long after 
the war and England was rebuilding. I couldn’t find anything that I 
thought was interesting and affordable until one day looking in a 
garage in Bath, I spotted a little car way in a dark corner. Upon  
inquiring, I was told it was only an old MG. I asked to see it and I’m 
sure the man thought this American lady had a screw loose we were 
all supposed to be millionaires. I said I was interested and asked the 
price, 60 pounds, he said, I think that was about $180. How could I 
leave this forlorn little vehicle there when I loved her already? I  
obviously could not so 60 pounds later she was mine. The sales receipt 
says “one used MG tourer”.  
  The car was immediately named “Maggie”. She was painted (sort of ) 
red, had no seats except a back, an extremely ragged top, the wrong 
front wheels and headlights, instruments that worked sometimes, and 
a logbook that showed a long history of RAF owners. I sure wish I still 
had that logbook but it was confiscated when I registered the car and 
I didn’t know enough to try to get it back. A neighbor made me a box 
to sit on and gave me a blow-up cushion which I still have.   
  It turned out that I was the only one who could transport these four 
little children to school. I shudder to think what would have happened 
had I tried this in the USA but I had my four and six year old stand 
behind the seat and the other two who on the blow-up cushion beside 
me. It was very jolly and the kids loved it. The raggedy top was useless 
so I did buy “Maggie” a new top which wasn’t a very good fit, but it 
worked. We did this trip every school day for two years.  
  Unfortunately the prototype of the first and only Britannia crashed 
on a test flight and Bristol’s never built another one. Northeast Airlines 
negotiated a sale of 12 Viscount Turboprops which were being built 
at Vickers. This necessitated a move from Gloucestershire to Dorset.  
We sorely missed our wonderful stone gatehouse, all our friends and 
the children’s school; however one does what one has to do and we 

moved on to our new home in Three-Legged-Cross, Dorset, on 
Bournemouth in the South of England. The move was fairly uneventful 
except for the day we drove from Gloustershire to Dorset. Ed took the 
kids in the company car and I followed with my two Irish setter pups 
in the MG. The pups traveled pretty well until we had to stop at a red 
light in a city whose name I have forgotten. They thought the trip had 
come to an end and were bouncing around but I had them firmly in 
hand with leashes. I stuck my hand out through the side curtain to 
signal a turn only to have the whole thing come off onto my arm. I 
was definitely stuck holding the dogs on their leashes in one hand and 
the side curtain dangling from my other are. It was pouring rain and 
it was nearly dark. Of course the light changed several times and those 
behind me getting a bit anxious. A “Bobby” came by and asked if he 
could help madam but by them I had got sort of organized and ready 
to roll. It was so ridiculous and I was laughing so hard I could barely 
see. Driving in the rain in a J2 isn’t easy even without complications.  
  After all the planes were built and sent to Boston one by one, we 
packed up kids, dogs, luggage and all the stuff we had collected over 
the years and prepared to fly back to the USA on the last and 12th 
plane. Could we part with” Maggie” and the 1926 LeMans Bentley (a 
chassis and a lot of boxes that had been used as a chicken house) that 
Ed and bought? Of course not, so we arranged to have them shipped 
to America.  
  The cars arrived in Boston before we did and were met by relatives 

Maggie’s Story
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and taken to our home in Wenham, MA. Once we got home and  
resettled, we began restoring both cars. We had purchased the correct 
headlights, front wheels, steering wheel and instruments for the MG 
in England and these were installed. She got proper seat cushions, new 
back and was painted a beautiful red – Chariot Red#2-33976X to be 
exact. I drove her everywhere. We were charter members of the old 
North Shore Car Club and went on many meets, mystery rides, etc. 
We joined the Veterans Car Club and the MG T Register.  
  In 1972 we were transferred to Atlanta GA but Maggie stayed home. 
She was kind of retired but moved with us to NH in 1983. I drove 
her in several parades but not much else. Ed passed away in 1998 and 
I kind of lost my enthusiasm for the antique car scene. So again, “Maggie” 
sat in her own small garage. I sold all the cars except “Maggie”,  

somehow I just couldn’t part with her, so my son who is a wonderful 
mechanic decided to rebuild “Maggie’s” engine. We had her taken to 
his shop in Kingston NH and he sent for any needed parts from  
England. In 2009 I met Don and Dave Marsh, local car enthusiasts.  
I saw the paint job that Dave had done on his Dad’s antique truck 
which was really exceptional and asked him if he would be interested 
in painting “Maggie”. He fell in love with her and spent the entire 
winter taking her completely apart, cleaning every nut and bolt –  
storing each thing in its own ‘baggie’ – took the old paint down to the 
bare metal, discovered brass fittings, etc. and reassembled her from 
start to finish. Then, the beautiful paint job – red, of course – Spectra 
master #RS564 this time. Dave made me an incredible photo album 
of every single thing he did and gave it to me when the car was  
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finished. We worked with Mike at Universal Tire in Hersey PA and 
fitted the car out with all new tires and tubes. “Maggie” was ready to 
roll. Then, the 3-brush generator decided to balk. Son Jay to the rescue 
and soon had it ‘going’ again.  
  In 2011 I met Russ who turned out to be a car enthusiast. I renewed 
by membership in the NE MG T Register Ltd. We hired a neighbor 
with a drive-on trailer to transport the car and went to the AACA 
Show in Sandwich NH and the BCH show in Wolfeboro. We also 

went to the British Invasion in Stowe VT in my daughter’s large 5th 
wheel horse trailer. We were lucky to meet the Dougherty’s at that 
show who kindly invited me to join the T-Party.  
  In 2011 I was invited to join the North American Triple M Register, 
a Register of the MG Car Club of England. MMM refers to Midget, 
Magna, and Magnette, the overhead cam MG’s produced from 1929 
to 1936. Currently 139 members participate in the Register and  
members own a total of 191 MMM Cars. 
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  In 2013 Russ and I joined BCNH, a really fun Club which now 
has a Northern region making it possible for us to attend meetings. 
We try to attend the Castle in the Clouds, Show of Dreams, and the 
British Invasion each year. We look forward to more years with  
“Maggie” getting to as many shows as we can find transportation to 
and enjoying all our car enthusiast friends. 
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The Early 

 

 
 

J TYPE MIDGET 
Sales Folder
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See larger 
version of 
Page 6  
on the  
next two 
pages
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In a departure from their usual  
reports from New Zealand’s North  

Island, Desna and Denis Jury enjoy a day with one of New 
Zealand’s icons of the MG movement, Pre-War Frankie,  
Frank Langridge…  
  In this bulletin we are reporting on a recent visit to Frank 
and Coral Langridge’s park like country estate in Pukekohe. 
Below are some of the notes from our talk to Frank about his 
magnificent collection of pre-war MGs which are housed in 
an equally magnificent workshop. We spent the day with 
Frank and Coral, and below is just the essence of the talk -  
you can read more on the NZ Triple-M web site 
(www.mgtriple-m.nz). Frank has owned many vehicles, and he 
has an encyclopediac knowledge of the marques and  
everything about them, design, engineering, manufacture, and 
then their owners and the various quirks of vehicle history. He 
has tracked down vehicles and components, his remarkable 
collection of pre-war driving and pillar lights, together with 
various parts he has crafted superbly, often looking more like 
something destined for a high end a swiss watch. Additionally, 
Frank has been active in all the car communities he has been 
associated with; MG, Alvis and Riley. 
 In Frank’s workshop are three beautiful vehicles: a TB, an SA 

and an NB special - each unique and notable in its own way. 
The TB is an outstanding restoration which won the 37th 
Master’s Class at the Ellerslie Concours d’Elegance in 2007. 
Frank was very proud when the judges said it was the best  
pre-war restoration they had ever seen.  
  Frank found the TB in pieces under a house in Mangere in 
1976. The chassis was hanging from the wall on four nails and 
the engine was half buried in the earth of the basement floor 
and the body was outside. It took him until 2005 to completely 
rebuild it. He made a complete new body with help from the 
late Max Mumby, who wheeled shape to the door panels while 
Frank did the hammering and welding. He repaired the chassis 
at night school and made new cross members, power rivetted 
wrought iron rivets and with the assistance of an ex fitter and 
turner made the rivets, snaps and dollies “it was very difficult, 
heating the rivet with a gas torch, ram with a hydraulic rammer 
and snap on the other side”. Coral would help Frank out on 
occasion, but she said that Frank was a very demanding  
supervisor and she wasn’t good enough!  
  Frank loves the craftsmanship of making with metal and 
wood from scratch and he especially enjoys working with the 
beautiful timbers like the English ash he has acquired for the 
body building. Doing the handwork fascinates him and he 

 Conversazione  

 A Chat with Frank Langridge
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says he feels tickled in making something that no-one else would attempt 
to do – or perhaps couldn’t do. This is certainly evident from the exquisite 
detail on the TB (and the NB Special), including making the TB grill from 
scratch (with the help of a friend). As testimony to his patience and  
fortitude he also did this for the NB but his friend said “never again” so he 
had to go it alone that time.  
  We all have workshop stories that remain ‘highly classified’ for all time, 
but Frank is different. Frank’s stories are hard to beat, and what’s more, he 
shares them! He reduced us to tears of laughter as he regaled us with the 
story of how he had managed to reduce a flavorite jersey with his buffing 
wheel to a bundle of wool still attached to the remaining neck and  
shoulder, looking like the Incredible Hulk in the words of his daughter, 
and wondering whether Coral would be able to rebuild it. That vicious 
buffing wheel also attacked one of his prized NB Special handcrafted  
C-Type style stone guards, leaving it in a knot which took Frank three days 
to untangle and rebuild.  
  Frank has been dreaming about cars, drawing and restoring, and  
rebuilding them all his life. As a school boy he would spend his time in  
biology drawing up pages and pages of car designs and creations, getting 
himself into a lot of hot water when his lab book didn’t look particularly 
biological – his teacher Mr Bean refused to teach him, and he had to stand 
outside the classroom. He designed the trolley that won the New Zealand 
trolley Derby in 1955 – the NZ Championship. His very first car was an 
Austin 7 which he bought before he even had a driver’s license, and  
replaced the body on in it (for a week’s salary; £5). Those were the days 
when you could go to a local car wrecker and acquire the body of your 
choice. He continued drawing and stylizing vehicles and when he was in 
advertising as a junior artist he would spend his lunchtimes drawing new 
car designs. It was his drawing that led him to the SA, as a friend who lived 
in the South Island wanted to put new bodywork on his SA 
and change it into a tourer asked Frank to check out a tourer 
in Auckland for him… “You used to be an artist Frank, would 
you please draw up the SA and take all the dimensions.” When 
Frank went to see the car and do the drawings the owner said 
he was hoping to sell the car… perhaps to Frank’s brother… 
but Frank said “don’t sell it to him! Sell it to me”. 
  The SA tourer is rare indeed, with its Charlesworth body and 
cut-away door design. Only a few survive in this configuration. Frank’s car 
is in totally original condition, with a beautiful patina and it has never 
been touched, true Wabi Sabi (a Japanese view of the world that celebrates 
the beauty of originality and imperfection). Frank says it has never been 
restored and everyone he talks to about it admires its unique originality 
and urges him not to touch it. Frank and Coral have used it as a family 
vehicle and have toured the South Island in it at least four times. His 
daughter says she grew up being packed into the back of old cars.  
  When Frank found the NB and the body was “completely knackered”. 
He says he felt OK with building a special – that the state of the vehicle 
gave him the license to pursue his dream “What I always wanted was to 
design and build my own design… I drew the car up full size to create the 
design…I was focussed on the creation of the car’s lines and the fluidity of 

the movement. I thought now, if I 
was drawing this at the time – if 
money wasn’t an issue what would 
you design?” And he is satisfied 
that he has come close to that. In 
his designing, Frank noted that the 

factory bodies were “quite austere” and some of 
the lines looked “abrupt and crude” and the  
bodies did not “roll around the chassis rails”. And 
he also noted that he had always liked a pointed 
tail and he spent a lot of time crafting the shape 
for the NB. Frank’s NB truly reflects his designer’s 
eye and aesthetic judgement. He loves the  
pre-war cars that were “really, essentially bespoke 
– where the designers shrouded the mechanicals 
with coachwork that flowed and where hand 
built craftsmanship” was the order of the day. On 
being an individual: ” … if you weren’t an  
individual what would you be”?  
Frank Langridge, October 2018
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IMPORTS - Lanes Motors and P&R Williams 
Rob Dunsterville summarizes some of his research into MGs imported into Australia pre-war… 
It is important to understand that while these figures are taken from authentic records that have 
survived over many decades, their accuracy is still only as good as the data originally collected and should not be taken 
as exact. 
   The largest importers were Lanes Mo-
tors in Melbourne and P & R Williams 
in Sydney. The former was MG  
Distributor for Victoria and the latter for 
New South Wales. It is known that other 
importers and agents imported  
prewar MGs into Australia through ports 
in other States, but details are scarce. The 
MG Factory records show a larger num-
ber of overhead camshaft Midgets, Mag-
nas and Magnettes (MMM cars) were 
exported to Australia (probably around  
111) than the combined totals shown 
below for Lanes and P&Rs. 
   Lanes imported 26 Triple-M cars before P&R was appointed probably in 1935 and effective from January 1936: 
  So, while the overall numbers of pre-war cars imported were much the same, more overhead cam models (Triple-Ms) 
were imported by Lanes but more SVWs and T-Types were imported by P&R. The 68 TAs and TBs imported by P&R 

Earlier Imports (Lanes only) 

Type                  No 
M                      2 
J                        9 
Q                       1 
F                        2 
L                        9 
K                       3 
Sub-total            26

Later Imports (Lanes and P&R Williams) 
Type                      Lanes         P&R 
P                            35              1 
NA                        12              1 
SA                         10              10 
VA                          -                9 
WA                         -                5 
TA                         12              52 
TB                         6                16 
Sub-total               75              94 
Earlier Imports      26 
Overall Total         101            94
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Looking Back at the  
 
 
 
 MM--TTyyppee  MMiiddggeett
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Two M-Type reports  
reprinted from  

 TThhee  AAuuttooccaarr
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Upgrading Early Oil Pumps 
 
This issue will go through the upgrade of the early oil 
pumps along with the upgrade to a modern spin on the 
oil filter. 
  First step is to increase the pumping capacity with a 1/4” 
spacer on the bottom of the pump. I used a product from 
Permatex called The Right Stuff to seal the spacer on 
Photo 1. Plate from S&V 

This will now let the pump accept the set of .564" depth 
gear. Photo 2. shows the new and old gear. 

Photo 3. shows gears installed and clearance checked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now with the pump capacity upgrade completed, you can 
start the filter upgrade. 
  You need to block the original outlet on the pump. This 
will force the oil through the filter. See Photo 4. I fitted a 
tight steel plug in the passage. 
 

Gary Krukoski 
Technical Coordinator
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  Next you need to open up the front plate to accept a 
larger fitting. The fitting will come with the filter kit. It 
will specify the correct tap size. New fitting installed in 
Photo 5. 

  The original bottom plate should be checked for  
flatness. It may need to be surface ground or lapped. 
Then a hole must be cut to match the output of the 
pump to filter.  

  You will need to fabricate a new line from the filter to 
the new fitting you installed in the front case. See Photo 6.  
 
Also shorten up the line that sends oil to the head. ( small 
line on the left)  Photo 7. 

  The threads on the filter are 3/4" by 16 TPI.   
  The second style oil filter I have used is very similar. (red 

one in last photo). It only has one 
oil outlet instead of two compare 
to the first filter. You will need to 
add a “T” fitting to split the oil to 
feed the block and head. 
 
  One last thing I did was to install 
a union 3/8" BSP X 1/2" BSP spe-
cial early Morris  pump. This will 
let me use the later style supply 
line. You can see it in Photo 1.. 
S&V # 2585 
 
Green pump came from Bob 
Grunau  (Canada) 
Red from Sports & Vintage (UK)
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This is one of six known remaining PB Airline Coupes. Chassis number is PB0560. It was a very early registrant on the MG Car Club Triple-
M Register bearing register number 11. It was the subject of an 11 year restoration after purchase from the Westminster Car Museum owned 
by the late Gerry Goguen. It has all new wooden body frame, is painted in burgundy and champagne colors, and has been the subject of a 
complete mechanical and cosmetic restoration. It runs extremely well. The car is in the US.  
 $150,000 
 
lew@roundaboutmanor.com  
 
https://sites.google.com/site/northamericanmmmregister/for-sale
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Laystall crankshaft that came out of my 1933 MG L and will clean up at 0.010" under on all journals. (replaced with 
Phoenix stroked crank) $800.00 
Contact Bill Bollendonk:  donker@aol.com   303-794-0688
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Exhaust Manifold Aluminizing  
The original finish on your exhaust manifold restored 
utilizing the metal flame spray technique used when the 
manifold was new. Four cylinder manifolds  
including clamps $165. plus shipping.  

Please inquire about split six cylinder manifolds or 
other applications. 

Jim Dougherty #437,  
Covington, Louisiana. 985-789-1826,

MG T and MMM Parts and Services from Bob Grunau: 
 

TA/TC front steering knuckle stub axle inserts with ¾”-16 tpi thread $50.00 each 
side. Also fits MMM J/L//N/P/ etc- Use MG TD/TF/MGA stub axle nuts not 
supplied. Or Add $10.00 ea for nuts, L and R. Steering knuckles can be repaired.  
• TA/TC Stub axles repaired on exchange, installed in your steering knuckles 
@$160.00 each side. Insert threads are ¾”-16 tpi. Use nuts from MG 
TD/TF/MGA or I supply nuts.. Also MMM cars,J2,/L/N/P, etc  
• TA/TC Tompkins steering box cover adapter kit= $150.00  
• TB/TC/early TD/Y oil filter adapter for modern spin-on-$125.00  
• Late TD/TF oil filter adapter for modern spin-on filter =$50.00  
• J2, F, M etc oil filter adapter for modern spin-on filter= $200.00  
• TA/TC tapered rear axles with key and nut ( you taper bore your hubs ) $200.00 
each. Also available for MMM cars, J,L, P, N, $200.00 .  
• TA/TC new rear hubs taper bored and keyed for the above axles -$225.00 each. 
Also available for MMM Cars, J,L,P, N $225.00 Each  
• TA/TC new front hubs, also fits MMM J/L/N/P etc, -$175.00 each.  
• TA/TC new rear wheel bearing securing 2" hex nuts with lip seals and keeper 
washers- $90.00 the set. Also for MMM cars, J2, L, PA, N etc.   
• TA/TC Alfin brake drums- $1400.00 set of four.  
• TD/TF Alfin brake drums=$1200.00 set of four.  
• TA/TC new high ratio crown wheel and pinion gear set, 4.625 ratio $750.00. 
-MMM-J/L/N/P/ 4.875 ( 8/39 ) and 5.125 ( 8/41 ) new CWP gear sets 
@$750.00  
• TB/TC rear gearbox steel reinforcing plates, pre-drilled ready for installation. 
Includes bolts, some spacers required. Repairs a broken rear TC gearbox alu-
minum plate. $80.00  
• TA/TC/MMM Dual Spare wheel adapter, Also fit PA/PB etc ( uses original 
lock-nut )- $175.00  
• TB/TC/TD/TF light flywheel, under 10 pounds weight, $450.00  
• 2 eared MG knock-off hub nuts, 12tpi, $40.00.  
• 2 eared MG Rudge Whitworth 12 tpi knock off nuts,. $75.00  
• TA/TC new wire wheels, painted or chrome, Enquire  
• New Tyres, Blockley, Ensign, Dunlop, Michelin. Enquire  
• SAE660 bearing bronze gearbox cluster thrust washers, -$20.00 each or $40.00 
the pair.   End float on the cluster gear is 0.004". This end float is sometimes dif-
ficult to achieve because proper thickness bronze washers are not available. Stan-
dard thrust washers are 0.075" thickness or less. Replacement new parts from 
various suppliers vary in thickness. These new thrust washers in 0.076" thickness 
and 0.078" thickness for use in TC and TD/TF gearboxes allow you to adjust the 
end float to correct 0.004”.  
• MG T Series Art Prints, Set 4 prints, TA Tickford, TC, TD, TF, size 14” x 18” 
mat, $25.00  
• All prices are in US$ with shipping extra. 
 
Bob Grunau 
150 Pinewood Trail, 
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada, L5G-2L1, 
905-274-4136 or grunau.garage@sympatico.ca
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The Four of Us  
A Limited Edition of 850 Signed & 
Numbered Prints. Alan Fearnley captures 
a picnic in the English countryside during 
the 1930's. Featuring the L2 MG Magna. 
Overall Print Size 20.5" x 27.5". $150.00 
Plus Shipping. 
 Or: Automotive Art of Alan Fearnley 
hardcover book, 2007, $20 
www.motorsportcollector.com/

Beautiful Art… 

Welcome to my site! If you are a fan of  
automotive art, I'm pretty sure you can find  
something here to your liking. I have fine art 
quality Giclee Prints, Posters, and Original Water 
Colors offered here on a wide variety of  
automotive subjects. Just click on one of the cat-
egories below and enjoy! I can be reached at home 
(where I work) at 704 372-2899 (try this one 
first.), or on my cell at 704 582-2566. or:  
dmccraryart@carolina.rr.com   
Facebook as: Dan McCrary or  
Dan McCrary Automotive Art
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Introducing a new monthly report which will allow members  
access to more timely NAMMMR information. 

 
As seen in December:

Current NAMMMR related information will be accepted for  
publication up to and during the last week of every month.  

 
Information and photos should be emailed to: 

 
mmmeditor@rogers.com 

 
This will be distributed to members the following week  

(first week of every month) 

Suggested Applicable information: 
 

Cars & Parts available for sale or wanted. 
 

Upcoming (your) local MG related events. 
 

Tour/Gathering caravan planning. 
 

Request for technical help. 
 

Recommended suppliers. 
 

Other... 




