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“Once in a great while someone makes an automobile that is a thing apart from all others, an impersonal machine possessing a definite personality…...many a man competent to know will argue that the most completely appealing and unforgettable personality ever built into a car
was put into the smallest of them all: the MG Midget.”
Ken W. Purdy, The Kings of the Road

The Little Car That Could
By Ruth and Schuyler Hoffman
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In 2007 Ruth and Schuyler Hoffman
received a call that a couple of early MGs
were looking for a new home. Ruth realized that she had not yet figured out what
to give Schuyler for his birthday - so
brought her checkbook. They came
home with a 1932 MG J2 that was in
original condition having been stored in
our dry California climate for many years.
Schuyler had just finished Ruth’s 1952
MG TD and was getting bored with nothing to do. This would be a fun project,
and having already restored a 1970 MGB

Roadster, 1974 TR6 Roadster, 1964 Austin
Mini Traveler Woodie, 1967 MGB GT, and
the 1952 TD, it was time to try a pre-war
model. The challenge was on.
Four years of restoration, including trips
to the UK, and meticulous care to detail
was needed to put this little car back to its
original condition. That included replacing
the incorrect front apron, incorrect back
lights and such. Schuyler also was able to
find professionals to rebuild or restore the
original parts for the purpose of keeping the
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The UK Triple-M
Register web site at:
www.triple-mregister.org
Or
The Pre-war MG Register
Of Australia web site at:
Http://prewar.mgcc.info
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September 19th at the English Motors at Fairbrook Car Show, the little J2 checks out its competition. Schuyler’s
J2, Best Stock Winner waits next to Best in Show Winner, Chuck Spielman’s 1964 Rolls Silver Cloud III
where the pages were falling out. The little J2 was polished and shined ready to take on the big guys; the Astons, Jags, Rolls, and Bentleys. Did it even have a
chance? There were many outstanding cars in this show
including a 1928 Bentley, 1950 Jag Mark V DCH just to
list a few.
It was a beautiful fall day and the little J2 was a big
hit. At times there were so many people around the car,
inspecting every inch, that you could not even see her.
When trophies started being handed out something
very special happened. For the first time in British Car
Day history, an MG took home the coveted Best in Show
trophy. This was the day, October 2, 2011, that the “little
car that could became the “little car that did”.

John Barnard Best Stock MG Trophy and Best In Class:
Schuyer Hoffman’s 1932 MG J2
car as original as possible. Not
an easy feat.
In June of 2011 this little car
was ready to go on the road. In
September the car entered the
English Motors at Fairbrooks Car
Show and won the John Barnard
trophy for Best Stock MG and
First in Class. The car was then
registered for the San Diego
British Car Day show, competing
with over 320 British cars of all
marques. Held at Liberty Station
this is the largest all British Car
Show in California. A poster
board was created, Ruth had
previously created a book on the
full restoration of the car including
it’s history, which was taped up

Oct.2, 2011, San Diego British Car Day, Best in Show
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The Little Car That Could—Before and After
See page 24 for more photos

December 16, 2007, Schuyler and Mike Haynes,
who did paint and body work, roll the car out of
the garage to go home for the restoration to begin

June, 2011. Car is completed and ready for its
first trial run.

The before picture shows the wrong front apron with the after photo
showing the correct apron installed and back to original condition.

Exhaust Manifold
Aluminizing

-

The original finish on your exhaust manifold restored utilizing the metal flame spray technique used when the manifold was new. Four cylinder manifolds including clamps
$165. plus shipping. Please inquire about split six cylinder manifolds or other applications.
MGTOM@zoominternet.net 419-525-0799

tom metcalf

shop: 118 park avenue east, rear ● po box 1052 ● mansfield, oh ● 44901
Home: 1475 twp rd 853 ● ashland, oh ● 44805 ● usa
Shop: 419-525-0799 ● home: 419-289-6241
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Jim Dougherty #437, Covington, Louisiana. 985-789-1826,
Jim@coopercarsofcovington.com
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Chairman’s Chatter

Bill Tantau

The Ides has passed as have many days when venturing forth in a MMM MG would not necessarily be dangerous,
but none the less foolhardy, cold and nasty! Instead, I’m puting in time on my new Kubota tractor with its seasonal attachment - a serious snow blower... the skinny tires will just have to wait!
I understand from our faithful editor/publisher that very few of you loyal members are offering up printable stories can that really be true, with all out cajoling and pleading?? Come on guys and girls let’s get with it! You must have a few
motorheaded things to relate?
I trust those of you who are able will be heading to Pheasant Run in St. Charles July 24th for our annual BibGall in
conjunction with the Vintage Club of Chicago’s GOF Central. I’d like to say that 4+$ gas won’t keep me away, but the trip
from the left coast to Chicago will really test the limit. All I can say is do your best to be there maties!
Bill

Registrar Ramblings

Lew Palmer

It is with great pleasure that I announce the selection of the 2012 Annual Triple-M event. This year we will be meeting
in conjunction with GOF Central in St. Charles, Illinois. The dates are July 24 through July 27, 2012. St. Charles is
about 40 miles due west of Chicago, so there is no need to drive through Chicago proper. The headquarters is at the
Pheasant Run Resort, one of the nicer resorts in the upper Midwest.
I have attached a brochure (See pages 19 and 20) which includes the details on the hotel reservations and some
general information of the event. The event schedule is still being finalized. You can be certain that we will also have our
traditional Bibulous Gillimauphry, our own Triple-M members dinner and social hour, which is our private Triple-M time,
sure to be enjoyed. This will be at a nearby restaurant within easy driving distance from the hotel.
Please consider attending this event, as it is our once a year opportunity to meet and greet other members of the
NAMMMR. I would hope to have as many members, with their Triple-M car, there as possible.
See you in St. Charles! Lew Palmer, NAMMMR Focus Event Coordinator

We are well on our way with the annual membership renewals with close to 100 people returning their form and
check. I appreciate your efforts, as it makes my job a whole lot easier. If you haven’t yet sent in your renewal, please do
so as soon as possible. The dues are nominal, but the benefits to you are great. I generally try to have them all in by the
end of February so we can start production of the membership directory. It is bothersome to have to re-edit the directory
when one or two people are late and I have to reposition all of the names in the printer’s copy.
We would like to welcome the following to our group:

Ian Marr
856 Eagle Drive
Burlington, Ontario
L7T3A2 Canada
PB0474
Mike Bridges
9831 Green Road
Midland, VA 22728
James Scott
Emax Oil Company,
2220 Ivy Road, Suite 401
Charlottesville, VA 22903
PB0539

Nick & Ceris Feakes
94184 Summer Breeze Drive
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
PA1320
Ron Jackson
155 Station Road, RR#3
Smiths Falls, Ontario
K7A4S4 Canada
PB0342
Peter Davis
17 Vesta Sue Court
Jonesborough, TN 37659
PA1127
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Rafael Martinez
G-6 Green Hill St., Garden Hills
Guaynabo, 00966
Puerto Rico
PA1066
John Orrell
Suite 206, 55 Northfield Dr.
Waterloo, ONT
N2K3T6 Canada
J2107
Shirley Splaine
775 Winona Road
Centre Harbour, NH 03226
J2245
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Dynamo Driving and Gear Meshing
The occasion for this note stems from my adventures
at the Coronado Speed Festival a few years ago when the
vertical drive shaft sheared at the base of the dynamo on
my NA Special. Several times leading up to failure at the
start of Sunday’s race the timing had gone off miserably
and I did not know the reason—I kept thinking that somehow the distributor had slipped, as the problem could be
corrected by rotating it until I had full power again. This had
actually happened three times before Saturday’s 20 minute
race, and been corrected, and the car ran faultlessly
through that event, only to fail completely when started up
the next day.
For five years I had been running one of the new
dynamos provided from our English friends which are a
two-brush device requiring a TC voltage regulator rather
than the original Magnette cutout box. It worked very well
until the shaft failed. The lower gear for these replacement
distributors must be a P type one, rather than the N, as the
original N type had a larger diameter shaft that was
threaded for the gear retaining bolt outside, while the new
one has a smaller diameter shaft that is drilled and
threaded internally for a bolt (torque to 25 ft/lbs). Since
there is also a woodruff key in this shaft, it is obvious the
new one is much less substantial, and the fracture occurred
just where one might expect, at the base of the gear where
the woodruff keyway and internal hole end. I doubt if any N
type dynamo shaft has ever failed in this way. Evidently
the purveyor of the new dynamo believes the design to be
strong enough for the 75 horsepower of my engine as he
suggested it would only fail if misaligned. Five years of running and no oil leak at the top would argue against it being
misaligned, but, after all it was five years of racing. I do
recommend the new ones anyway, but you must also replace the crankshaft gear to use one, as the gears should
be mated sets.
As it would be sometime before I could get a new
dynamo I set about restoring an original one and temporarily got the car running with a belt driven TC generator, for
which usage my father had fifty years ago made up a camshaft drive using the baseplate from an N dynamo with a
specially made shaft to drive the cam, John Kernan’s N
Spl. has a similar set up, and Terry Sanders has old photos
of an N running with a generator mounted on top of the
valve cover, which thus must also have had such a shaft.
Mine has a shaft that runs in sliding splines at the bottom
which are part of a second flexible coupling, probably an
old steering gear coupling.
Thus we come to the main point of this note, how to
get your camshaft gears to mesh properly after having
made a change, either in the dynamo, coupling, gears,
machining of the head or any number of other things. The
fitting of anything new can require the re-fitting of almost
everything, for as the manual says, “all the various parts
are so co-related in the MG engine.” Thus with the plain
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By Michael A Jacobsen

shaft drive and TC generator I had to fit different shims beneath the
base plate to get the proper just perceptible backlash in the gears.
And when I came to fit the new dynamo that finally arrived (again a 2
brush unit), I found the gears too loose even with no shims, so I had
to remove the bottom gear (which I had just painstakingly installed
as they come without), and fit a shim under the gear! When you fit
the bottom gear to the dynamo, it is always necessary to put in a
new woodruff key which requires careful filing and trial fitting, often
going on and off several times.
Once you have the backlash in the bottom gears correct, you
will then find you have a different set of dimensions between the
vertical drive forks which must be taken up by packing washers to
get the coupling to run true, which it must or you will tear up the oil
seal and eventually break the coupling or the upper fork (which is
less substantial than the lower). I have used washers as thick as 60
thou at each of the four bolts, which means I made up a total gap of
120 thousandths, not recommended. Better to get a deeper fork (but
they come in only two depths) or to make up the difference by correct shimming of the drain housing and pinion. Read on.
The standard literature on setting up a MMM head always emphasizes that performance comes from getting the rockers set correctly (which is true). Usually it is said that the first step in this process is to center the camshaft over the lobes. This method ultimately
will lead to the necessity of having a special thrust washer ground
for the back of the camshaft gear in order to get the latter in the correct place to mesh with the pinion gear, for this reason: there is only
one point in space that these gears will mesh correctly and if you
aren’t there you will feel a ratchet effect when you rotate the cam by
hand and will lose power in friction and cause excess wear. You
would be extremely lucky to find that your cam lobes were centered
over the tappets and your gear was at the proper point in space
without having to fiddle something. The tappets, of course, can be
adjusted forward/back with washers and specially cut tubes on their
shafts, but their lower faces must also be centered over the valve
stems, which limits one’s options. You can try to find the correct
forward/back location of the cam gear with various combinations of
the standard two thrust washers and Belleville spacers that the factory fit originally, but it should be remembered that the Belleville
washers, which flex with thrust, and thus allow the cam to move
back and forth, will be the cause of a slight irregularity in the valve
timing (especially if your gears are spiral bevels), which is not recommended for racing. By the way, in measuring the space for the
thickness of the thrust washer(s), I recently was stymied for a bit
because I failed to notice that a new front cam bearing set I had fit
protruded 15 thou from the front of the cam stand! While new cam
bearings are available that do not need to be line bored, remember
to check for this depth problem. The OE thrust washers I have
measure variously .062 to .068” while the Belleville washers that go
between them crush down to .015” each.
That single point in space for the meshing of the two gears
obviously depends also on the location of the pinion gear, and this
normally can only be moved up and down, not forward and back,
since it is fixed in the head by its sleeve and bearings. This is why
the location of the cam gear is most crucial. The teeth of the two
Page 8

gears must mesh so that the inner ends of the teeth are
flush. The pinion can be raised or lowered two ways, by
altering the shims between the housing and head or by the
washers under the head and foot of the bearing sleeve.
The upper one of these is a thrust washer, and is available
in two thicknesses that I know of, the lower is not and thus
the lower one is the easier to replace with a thicker or thinner one. It has no oil grooves. Be careful not to shim the
pinion up so high in the housing that it does not fully engage the oil seal at its base. There is no point in bolting up
the housing with gasket seal between the shims until everything meshes correctly.
When I am ready to bolt up the vertical drive coupling
I find this method best: leave the camshaft out, turn the
engine to TDC with the distributor rotor pointing to # 1 plug

lead. Rotate the pinion fork so that the coupling holes match those
of the dynamo fork (which will be in line with the crank), insert the
coupling and measure the extra space between the coupling and
forks. This will be the thickness you need to take up with packing
washers, which if great can be divided between two sets of washers.
With these in hand, rotate the pinion fork to right angles with the
dynamo fork and put the bolts and washers in one at a time, rotating
the engine to make it easier. When tight and running true, turn back
to TDC and #1 plug and put the camshaft in with #1 lobes pointing
up to 10 and 2. This is easier if you have straight cut gears; with
bevels you may have to try bolting the cam stand caps down a couple of times before the meshing comes out right. When doing this, oil
the bearings and tighten the caps a little at a time in turn. Adjust the
tappet clearances, and repeat when the engine is warm after all is
found to be well. Good motoring!

SU Petro Lift pumps for early 1930's MG and other British cars:
I have 3 units. Two are complete, one is missing fuel bowl. All three are UNRESTORED (barn
fresh so to speak) with enough parts to make 2 nice looking ones, with spares left over . All three
for $600.00 (USD) plus shipping.
Joe Curto
22-09 126th Street, College Point, NY 11356 718 762-7878 joecurto@aol.com

THE

MONTLHERY
GARAGE.

ENGINE OIL PIPES
PRESSURE GAUGE PIPES
FUEL PIPES

CONTACT BARRY FOSTER
FOR
OIL PIPES FOR MMM CARS

HEAVY GAUGE PIPE USED
NEW FITTINGS THROUGHOUT
SILVER SOLDER USED

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR A C OR J4 ENGINE AND MORE….
Rocke’s Barn, Butleigh, Glastonbury, BA6 8ST Telephone: (01458) 850169 Fax: (01458) 850972
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North American MMM Register Newsletter

TECHNICAL

TOPICS

Notebook
Section:

2.1.7

This Technical Topic was published in the Triple-M Register Newsletter

Subject: Oil Pump Modifications—M, D, and J Models

By Ian Rawson

The pump fitted to the M, D & J models is a gear type pump. The pump is driven by an inclined shaft from the front of the crankshaft - the distributor drive is also taken from this shaft.
The drive gear is steel whereas the driven gear is brass. It is the driven gear which creates the
problem. This gear rotates on a pin fitted to the pump body. Wear occurs, in the pin, in the hole in the
gear and on the teeth of the gear.
The modification performed is as follows:
1. Gears from a Vauzhall Velox were selected as being of a suitable diameter (slightly larger).
2. The pump body was bored deeper and built up slightly on the under side. It was also enlarged
in the gear cavity to take the larger gears.
3. An oversize pin was made and after boring out the pump body the pin was pressed in.
4. The Velox gears were sliced to the correct thickness after allowing for the maximum depth increase into the pump body.
5. The original drive gear was ground down to the correct size to fit the Velox gear which was in
turn located by a woodruff key.
The increase in capacity is about 15% to 20%. No dimensions are given as there is some discretion as to how much metal to remove from the pump body. The modification could be performed
by any competent engineer.

TT 2511
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North American MMM Register Newsletter

TECHNICAL

TOPICS

Notebook
Section:

1.4.4

This Technical Topic was published as a Technical Bulletin in the Triple-M Register Infoletter

Subject: Front Axle—King Pin Repair

John Kidder

A small amount of wear in or around the king-pin is exaggerated at the diameter of the wheel
rim. Check by raising axle on jack. With brakes on, grasp tyre and try to move wheel relative to kingpin. Although tight, a king-pin cotter not registering properly in the flat rebate of the king-pin can allow
the pin to rotate. It is of course the job of the brass bushes to do the rotating of the knuckle around
the kingpin. If the king-pin does move it will cause the eye of the axle to wear, and axle eyes have
been closed up in the forge so that they could be re-drilled.
A contemporary Factory Service Sheet, however, states MG axle must never have heat applied either for this reason or to straighten when bent, for dire failure is predicted. New axles were
available when the Service Sheet was issued to MG dealers, but what is the answer now? To
braise up a worn eye, or even to tin before soldering will require a fair amount of heat.
Maybe the safest answer is to drill out the smallest amount to obtain a round eye, then insert a
steel bush to return to correct diameter. Provision would have to be made for a new cotter pin arrangement .
M.G. Stub Axle Bush and King Pin Data.
Models.

King Pin Diameter

M.C.D.J
and P Midget

Bush Reamer Dia.

5/8"

.626"

N. Magnette.

3/4"

.7515

K. Magnette.

13/16"

.8135

F & L Magna.

TT 2512
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Helpful Hints and Technical Topics Cumulative Index
Following is a cumulative index for the Helpful Hints and Technical Topics that have been printed in the Newsletter since the first issue of 2000 (Vol.
13, No. 1). This index will be brought up to date and carried periodically, space permitting. Those topics that were carried in Vol. 13, issues 1 and 2 were
imbedded within the newsletter; all others were carried as separate enclosures or can easily be removed from the issue. I have reprinted the topics from the
first two issues as separate documents. If you would like copies of any of the documents, they can be had by sending me an e-mail or letter requesting the
particular issue you want by using the "Reference No." My addresses are shown elsewhere in this issue. If you don't have the Technical Table of Contents
for your notebook, you may request it as well.
The cost (Including mailing) for the index is $1.00. Index plus up to three sheets is $1.50. Index plus four to seven sheets is $2.00. The cost for the
topics sheets alone is $1.00 for one to three sheets, $1.50 for four to seven sheets. I can also send them via email if you send me your email address. Just
give me a couple days to get them together.

Larry Long
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Index

Title

Author

6.1
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Vol. 13, No. 2

HH 1321

1

2.1.5

Ring Gear Shrink

Vol. 13, No. 2

HH 1322

1

1.5.4

Shock Absorbers

Vol. 13, No. 3

HH 1330

1

4.1

Cooling System

Vol. 13, No. 4

HH 1341

1

1.11.1

Brakes

Vol. 13, No. 4

HH 1342

2

5.5

J2 Cutout

Vol. 14, No. 1

HH 1411

1

1.5.2 / 1.6.2

Lubricating Leaf Springs

Vol. 14, No. 1

HH 1412

1

5.8

Ignition Switch

Vol. 14, No. 2

HH 1421
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5.3

Dynamo

Vol. 14, No. 2

HH 1422

1

6.1

Fabric Bodies

Vol. 14, No. 2

HH 1422

1

5.3

2 Brush vs 3 Brush Dynamo

Vol. 15, No. 1
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1

2.1.1

Engine oil

Vol. 15, No. 1

HH 1512

2

2.1.1

Engine Compression

Vol. 15, No. 2

HH 1521

1

2.1.1

J2 Engine tuning, etc.

Reprint--MG Magazine

Vol. 19, No. 4

HH 1941

4

5.1

PLC Switch

Lew Palmer

Vol. 24, No. 2/3

HH 2421

1

Preservation

Newsletter
Issue

Ref. No.

No.
Sheets

Technical Topics
Tech.
Index

Title

Author

Newsletter
Issue

Ref. No.

No.
Sheets

6.3

Engine Turning Made Easy

Bob Rich

Vol. 13, No. 1

TT 1311

1

4.2

Fixing a Leaky Water Pump

Michael Jacobsen

Vol. 13, No. 1

TT 1312

1

2.1.1

Suppliers For Pistons

Michael Jacobsen

Vol. 13, No. 1

TT 1313

1

1.11.1

STOP! A Brief discourse

L. Pomeroy, Jr.

Vol. 13, No. 4

TT 1340

2

on Brakes
2.1.1

Engine Colours

Mike Allison

Vol. 14, No. 1

TT 1411

1

5.1

Ignition Warning Light

Carl Cederstrand

Vol. 14, No. 1

TT 1412

1

2.1

Marshall Nordeck Supercharger

Vol. 14, No 2

TT 1422

1

2.1.5

Flywheel Modifications

Vol. 14, No 2

TT 1423

1

Barry Bahnisch
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1.11.1

Conversion of Brakes from

D. R. Machin

Vol. 14, No. 3

TT 1431

2

Jerry Felper

Vol. 14, No. 4
Vol. 13, No. 1
Vol. 13, No. 1
Vol. 13, No. 4
Vol. 15, No. 2

TT 1441
TT 1312
TT 1313
TT 1340
TT 1521

1
1
1
2
2

Vol. 18, No. 3

TT 1831

1

(Australian Tech. Bulletin)
(Australian Tech. Bulletin)
(Australian Tech. Bulletin)

Vol. 18, No. 3
Vol. 18, No. 3
Vol. 18, No. 3
Vol. 18, No. 3

TT 1832
TT 1833
TT 1834
TT 1835

1
1
1
1

(Australian Tech. Bulletin)

Vol. 18, No. 4

TT 1841
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Lucas Service bulletin
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Vol. 19, No. 2
Vol. 19, No. 3
Vol. 21, No. 1

TT 1842
TT 1843
TT 1844
TT 1921
TT 1931
TT 2111

1
1
1
1
4
1

Cable to Hydraulics
5.3 / 5.6
2.1.1
1.11.1
2.1.1

Three Brush Generator
and Control Boxes
Suppliers For Pistons
STOP! A Brief discourse
On Engine Colour

2.1.1

Oil Filter Adapter

2.3.1
2.1.5
1.1
1.7

1.8
1.12.1
1.1
5.5
5.5
2.1.6

Wolseley Gear Boxes
Flywheel Lightening (P, N, KN)
Bearing Listings
Pinion Carrier-Taper Roller
Conversion
Vertical Drive--Needle roller
Conversion
Oiling System Schematic
Marles-Weller steering Boxes
Miscellaneous parts details
Cut-out, Electric
Control Box, Conversions
Vertical Drive Oil Leaks

2.1.6

Oil Leaks in the Vertical Drive

(Australian Tech. Bulletin)

Vol. 21, No. 1

TT 2112

1

1.4.1

A Low-tech Tow-in

Bob W alker

Vol. 21, No. 1

TT 2113

1

Measurement

(Triple-M Register)

Steering Locks for the J-Type

(Australian Tech. Bulletin)

Vol. 21, No. 1

TT 2114

1

(Australian Tech. Bulletin)

Vol. 21, No. 1

TT 2115

1

2.1.6

1.4.1

Michael Jacobsen
L. Pomeroy, Jr.
(Internet discussion)

Dick Morbey
John Needham

and Similar
2.1.6 / 5.3

Removal and replacement of
the Vertical Generator

2.2.1

Clutch Conversion

(Australian Tech. Bulletin)

Vol. 21, No. 1

TT 2116

1

2.1.1

J2 Engine Assembly

Simon Cauthery

Vol. 21, No. 2/3

TT2121

1

1.6

Rear Axle Oil Leaks

(Triple-M Register)

Vol.21, No. 4

TT 2141

1

2.1.5

Puller, Flywheel Flange

Anthony Fagan

Vol. 21, No. 4

TT 2142

1

1.11.1

Brake It, Don’t Break It!

Ray Brown

Vol. 22, No. 1/2

TT 2211

1

1.11.4

Brake Cable Dust Excluder

(Triple-M Register)

Vol. 22, No. 1/2

TT 2212

1

1.5.4

Overhaul of Luvax Shock
Absorbers

John Kidder

Vol. 24, No. 1

TT 2411

1

3.5

The Perennial Triple-M Petrol
Valve Problem

John Harris

Vol. 24, No. 2/3

TT 2421

1

2.1.7

Oil Pump Modifications

Ian Rawson

Vol. 25, No. 1

TT 2511

1

1.4.4

Front Axle—King Pin Repair

John Kidder

Vol. 25, No. 1

TT 2512

1
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JOE CURTO
S.U. & STROMBERG
CARBURETOR
PARTS AND RESTORATION
Largest stock of New & Used
S.U. Parts this side of
England..
Pre & post war
25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE
Rebuilding & Servicing S.U.s

MANUFACTURER OF
HIGH QUALITY
THROTTLE SHAFTS

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR
CARBURETOR NEEDS
other services:
Water Pump Overhaul, Camshaft
Reprofiling, Trafficator Parts & Service
general component repair
Lucas, Girling, Lockheed Parts Supplied


We accept credit cards 
Inquiries and Dealers Welcome

22-09 - 126th Street
College Point, NY 11356
(718) 762-SUSU
FAX (718) 762-6287

S. J. Gilbert
VINTAGE CAR RESTORATION

11 Pyrocroft Lane, Weybridge, Surrey, KT13 9XP

Fax/Tel No’s: 01784 466488—WORK ~~ 01932 843712—HOME
E-MAIL ~ sgilbert@emumail.net
SAMPLE FROM MY PRICE LIST:

FOR ALL MMM / T-TYPE BODYWORK REQUIREMENTS,
MMM FIREWALLS £72, APRONS £90, BONNET TOPS (PAIR) £200,
BONNET SIDES (PAIR) £190, BUCKET SEATS (PAIR) £150,
SIDE VALENCES £155, CYCLE WINGS (4) £270, FUEL TANKS £290,
P-FRONT WINGS (PAIR) £900, P-REAR WINGS (PAIR) £495,
P, J, L, F, J4 BODIES COMPLETE £1840, K3 SLAB TANK BODY £2700,
N-TYPES FROM £2650 - £5000, M-TYPE £1600, SPECIALS POA.
TA/B/C/D/F BODIES COMPLETE 2375, ALL BODIES COME WITH DOORS AND SCUTTLE TOPS
FITTED IN STEEL OR ALUMINUM.
NAMMM REGISTER NEWSLETTER Volume 25, Number 1
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Info About Our Members
“Don Caldwell loves old cars and bridges." So began a recent article featuring NAMMMR member and PA Airline owner Don Caldwell, and published in the Knoxville News Sentinel in Tennessee.
Don was recognized for his contributions in preserving history in his community. In the 1980s, he
convinced county authorities to restore a historic stone bridge, the Coward Mill Bridge, rather than
build a replacement. In the early 1960s, Don built his home from two historic log buildings, a log
house dating to 1804 and a log church/school built in 1840, each moved to his park-like home site.
The article mentions how Don's interest in preserving history began while stationed in London with
the U.S. Air Force, and continues with his collection of six old British cars that he drives regularly. A
photo in the article shows Don with his 1954 Riley. Even his cars are stored in historic log structures.
Ask Don what types of wood are preferred by termites. Perhaps not so odd a place to find an Airline
Coupe after all.
- Dan Shockey, PA2108

From the Pre-War MG Register Of
Australia Newsletter; author not known

1929

2011

As the well of easily available felt Oil Filters dries up, it is time
to look at readily available paper type filters. The first criterion is that
the filter fits within the original aluminium housing and hence looks
right', and the second is that it works.
On the first issue, the RYCO R2008P filter fitted to some Mercedes Benz cars fits comfortably only needing a small spacer to
make up the difference in length. Secondly, I have been running this
modification for some years now and can confirm that it does indeed
work.
This sketch details the spacer needed to accept this filter. The
relief valve and spring under the lid remain the same with the o-ring
sealing the top and a smear of silicon to seal the bottom. No further
modifications are needed.
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1930 MG M-type #973
I purchased my 1930 MG M-type from Craig and
Ann Hall in June 2006. This car was restored in the
1990’s in Abingdon UK, close to the site of the old

MG factory. Craig spotted the car for sale in the June
1999 issue of Classic and Sports Car magazine and
decided he had to have it! The little MG arrived in
Spokane, WA in 2000 and the Hall’s enjoyed it for 6
years. I spotted this cute little
M-type at several shows and
thought it would make a nice
addition to my collection. This
was the first mass-produced
sports car MG made and that
history along with its cute looks
had me hooked! When the
Hall’s put out feelers to sell the
car at the Portland ABFM in
September 2005, I registered
my interest. By April 2006, they
finally agreed to part with the
M-type so my wife and I met
them in Spokane in June to
bring the MG back to Canada.

By Steve Blake
types with fabric bodies to keep the cost down and to keep
the weight as light as possible. The body is made with an
ash frame covered with plywood.
Carbodies Limited
built them for MG at a cost of
£6 each. In the last year of
production, MG offered a
metal body for an additional
£10. Only 170 metal bodies
were built. One of these is in
Peter Welch’s collection in
West Vancouver, BC.
This MG M-type, #973,
was completed on February
13, 1930. It was delivered to
auto dealer Caffyns Ltd. in
Brighton, England who sold it
to Mr. Gerald Eggerton Williams of Sussex on May 10,
1930. Two notable events
for MG during 1930 were the
first year of the MG Car Club
and having the MG M-types
win the team competition at
the Brooklands 12/12 race.
The car changed owners
several times as it moved
along the south coast of England from Brighton to Bournemouth. Our car was originally red with black fenders and
sporting the standard M body. When it was restored, the old
worn standard body was replaced with the Brooklands 12/12

The MG M-type was first
shown at the Olympia Motor
Show in October 1928 and production ran from March 1929
until June of 1932. In total,
3235 were built including the
standard body, Sportsman's
Coupe, and the Double 12
Replica. MG built the MG M-
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cooling. This works well if you are motoring along but impossible in traffic! When you are stopped it doesn’t take long for
the engine to heat to the point where the oil starts to smoke.
Our MG gets limited use today because of the traffic but
we do take the M-type to a couple shows each year and run it
once a month to keep the oil flowing and the bearings lubricated. We have been very grateful to the other British car
owners who have voted our M-type the “Cutest Little Car” for
the last four years at the Van Dusen ABFM in Vancouver. In
2011, we also won “Best in Show” at the Bellevue ABFM. The
M-type has won several best in shows or best in classes over
the time we have owned it but what is more fun is to find
those nice country roads where we can just take her for a
drive and enjoy the feel of motoring from the 1930’s.
Replica body. The major difference is the cut-away
doors necessary to conform to International Road
Racing Regulations.
When I purchased the MG, it was sporting a
diaper around the generator to catch oil coming from
the camshaft. This car has a vertically mounted generator which is driven by a gear coming from the
camshaft. I had that repaired so it could lose the diaper and installed a new spin-on oil filter assembly
that fits under the oil pump. This unit also sends a
larger capacity of oil to the rear bearings. Oversize
water jackets were fitted to add a couple cups more
coolant for the engine. With no fan and no water
pump, the MG relies on a thermo-syphon system for

MG M-type specifications
Cost (1930)
£185
Length
10 feet 3 inches
Width
4 feet 2 inches
Weight
1000 pounds
Engine
847 cc (overhead cam)

Power
27 bhp
Gearbox
3-speed non-synchromesh
Performance
65 miles per hour
Fuel economy
40 miles per gallon

AMMMELIA 2012
The Amelia Island Concours is not your average Concours. My previous visit several years ago was as a spectator and guest of friend and VJC Veep Dr Bill Massey. It
definitely rivaled the famous Pebble Beach Concours. This
time I returned as co-chair of the Sebring MGA Reunion, an
event celebrating the 50th anniversary of the last race of the
MGA factory team in the 1962 Sebring 12 Hour event. The
Reunion assembled eight of the ten known surviving Sebring MGAs at Amelia, the most ever to be in one place at
one time, truly a historic and probably never to be repeated scene as Ian Prior’s 1961 Coupe came all the way
from Australia.
NAMMM REGISTER NEWSLETTER Volume 25, Number 1

By Dave Harrison
The Concours field is located on the manicured grass of the golf
course, behind the host hotel, the elegant Ritz-Carlton. The approach driveway to the hotel was lined with an imposing array of
new and old Bentleys, Bugattis, Rollers, Lambos and Ferraris, also
a beautifully restored MG SA drophead, an imposing car not looking
the least out of place. After passing rooms full of new and historic
race memorabilia, diecast models, books, posters, jewelry for the
missus, expensive watches and the like, you reach the real jewel,
300 or more resplendent Concours cars gleaming on the rolling
sward.
I never did get around to admire all of them , making a beeline
Page 22

for the MG contingent. The eight Sebring cars were lined
up in a row and had a class to themselves. What a splendid and historic sight ! Immediately behind was the MG
Sports class, and this is where we get to the MMM part.
Immaculately and appropriately accoutered in 1930s high
style with flat cap, suspenders, and knickers, was Jack
Kahler, standing by his pretty 1934 supercharged MG PA.
The PA is one of my favourite OHC MGs, with its beautifully designed shiny dash. The supercharger certainly
added gravitas to the PA’s stance and presumably to ve-
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locity. Adjacent stood another of my favourite prewar MGs (I’m
really not prejudiced, just had a L1 as my college car and a L2 as
my fun car ) , specifically the supercharged red L1 tourer belonging
to Tom Poole. These represented the entire OHC MG contingent ,
but what a contingent . Other prewar MGs in the class included TA
and TB Tickfords, and two rare and imposing SAs, also a TC. All
were magnificent. Unfortunately for Jack they did not have a costume class. Maybe next time.
(Watch the next issue for a detailed report including photographs of the winning cars. Ed.)
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The Little Car That Could—Before and After (Con’t from p. 4)
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