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Many people seem to have more time on their hands than they’ve had for years. Not me;
I’m still trying to cram everything in each 24 hour day that I can. Guess all the “social
distancing” hasn’t affected me very much - except for the travel restrictions. Two trips
to the U.K. for MG adventures cancelled, and no car shows. But I have a trip to the U.K.
scheduled for October, and I’ll be adhering to the rules and spirit of all the current social
distancing guidelines - a couple weeks virtually alone in 4 barns of old MGs! Sounds like
fun, doesn’t it?
The MG Car Club continues to do an interesting weekly podcast, and you can listen to past episodes. I encourage you
to listen to them. https://www.mgpodcast.uk/episodes is the link.
wheels. Got anything to list for next issue?
Progress on my cars continues - still slow. Spending too much time on other people’s MGs (making interiors and
weather equipment - it’s like the story of the cobbler’s children). The pair of TC tubs are all but done - sheet metal is
MMM project continues - I now have eleven sets of front steering knuckles with newly installed stub axles; the next
step is kingpins and bushings.
Be part of this newsletter!
Each newsletter has a section featuring progress on current restorations. If you’re just starting, in the midst
simple, or long and complex. I’ll help put a shine on the story and we’ll publish it.
Send me photos and short stories about your MMM (or more modern MG) adventures this year. What’s going
on with you and your cars?
Let me know what you’d like in this newsletter. Feedback is great, and it’s always nice to have conversations
with fellow enthusiasts.
My email address is above and on the inside cover for you to use - or call me! Now back to the MG studio . . .
Safety Fast,
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Chairman’s Corner
Jack Kahler

MGJack@aol.com

I am most pleased to welcome and congratulate Reinout Vogt for stepping up as our Register’s new Registrar!
MMM Vehicle Records. Thanks Lew for your continued service. Also I have a few other changes to announce. Alan

Atlantic City.
ahead - whenever that may be! My annual trip to England in September with four other MGers has been canceled .
The two key events we always attended - Beaulieu Autojumble and Goodwood Revival have also been canceled. No
Paris for Retromobile; hope that actually happens!

early August are on the opposite page. I decided to test start the engine in the chassis instead of a test stand. This is
working well and allows me to install the beautiful wiring harness I purchased from Autosparks in the UK (check out
their ad in this issue and on our web site). Only hold up in the project right now is the rebuild of my radiator due to
the unavailability of new cores due to work stoppage.

Cheers,
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Jack’s J2 Special - progress!

Treasurer’s Report
Jack Schneider

BritJack@comcast.net

It’s been a slow uneventful season. There is nothing to
report from the money front this time around. Our Register
resources are being continually maintained. Everything is
up to date.
We will look forward and see you all in Atlantic City next
June 14-17 for MG2021!
Thanks for your continued participation,
Jack

Jack with his J2 alongside Miss Mitchell, a Commemorative Air Force B-25 bomber
July 2020
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Registrar’s Ramblings
Reinout Vogt

ReinoutVogt@gmail.com

Change or no change? As the keepers of old automobiles,
many of us like to keep things the way they were. We put time
and standards from the 30’s when they rolled out of the doors in
Oxford and Abingdon.

WM
6 4I I

On the other hand, we like changes too. We sometimes try
something new on our cars or buy an improved part to bring
it to a new standard. With MMM cars it is, sort of, mutually
exclusive. You either leave something original or you change it.
With the MMM Register however, I hope we can have it both ways. Let me explain.
After I don’t even know how many years, Lew Palmer indicated that he wouldn’t mind retiring from being your Registrar.
And also, he suggested that Reinout would “maybe like to make that happen.” So here I am, Reinout Vogt, member of the
number 2M2735.
Luckily, Lew set up a very sophisticated data base and developed automated scripts to make a Registrars life as easy as
possible. My computer needs a little bit of repair, updating, and new software to run Lew’s package. Unfortunately that has
been a bit of a challenge because the Apple store was closed due to the coronavirus pandemic. Hopefully all the computer
updating is in process or done when you are reading this. The goal is for me to be fully operational with powerful new
computer capabilities in place by the time renewals for 2021 roll around. So from a registration process point of view,
everything will be the same, no change. The only changes that you will notice are a new name and photo in the Registrars
St. Mary’s Point, MN.
downtown Abingdon, IL.

Fall 2020
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Web Report
Casey Duncan

Casey.Duncan@gmail.com

The event page is up on our website!
http://nammr.org/events/

Classified Ads - this month’s only one!
Two Outer Laced 19” wire wheels.
Extra to my needs, these two wheels seem to be in restorable condition.
I can have the old worn Dunlops removed for the buyer at cost.
Can ship UPS or FedEx. $150 for the pair.
Contact Tom Wilson MGTCTom@gmail.com or Iphone (317) 432-1984.
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Advertise With Us!

019

2
Fall,

MMMagazine
to advertise in the Resource Directory on the
.
Size

Per issue

Full page:
$110
Business Card: $20

Per Year
(4 issues)
$440
$80

Contact:
Greg Peek gpeek001@icloud.com

Fall 2020
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When I Was Your Age
Phil Anderson

panderson@northpark.edu

HISTORICAL MUSINGS

gatherings, auto jumbles, and car shows cancelled, it does leave time for activities that otherwise may tend to get
pushed aside in our busyness. For many of us, more time to read allows us to follow our interests at leisure.
For example, I re-read Goldie Gardner’s engaging memoir,
Magic M.P.H.
which led to seventy-seven international, national, and local
records before and after WWII.

to the marque capturing every land speed record in the smalland K3s, and racing throughout the British Isles, Europe,
and the United States, Gardner is perhaps best known for his
brutal pogrom on the city’s Jewish property, businesses,

Because of the accomplishments at Frankfurt, he was awarded

detail, as well, by John Thornley in his classic Maintaining
the Breed
Vividly written and highly detailed, with good appendices, it
is worthwhile tracking down Gardner’s now somewhat rare
book.
.
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The setting in the Third Reich dovetails nicely with a
new book by Neal Bascomb, which has been receiving
rave reviews, Faster: How a Jewish Driver, an American
Heiress, and a Legendary Car Beat Hitler’s Best
MGs, but rather the Grand Prix circuit during its Golden
Era, these large cars and their legendary drivers intersect
with the period of MG’s equally impressive dominance in
its own classes.
the centerpiece of his PR campaign of Arian triumphalism.

soon denied the opportunity to compete internationally.
and superbly engineered Silver Arrows. French racing
prestige and pride collapsed, that is, until the formation
of an unlikely trio. Lucy Schell was a wealthy American
living in Paris and had been the top American Monte Carlo
driver. She employed her deep pockets to persuade Charles

a heated rivalry with Rudi Caracciola and Mercedes that

Hitler was furious at the humiliating loss, as he had also been the year before at the Berlin Olympics, when Jesse
The Boys in the Boat
Army during the war and then became a well-known restaurateur in New York City. Bascomb is an engaging
and getting a thrilling ride in one of the two survivors in Oxnard, California, before being shipped to London.
Highly recommended!
In addition to reading there is, of course, the undistracted time to work on our special cars, completing small
North American MMM Newsletter
newsletter from thirty years ago. Of the twenty-three members reporting, only four are still on the Register, some
having passed away and the cars with other custodians today.
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10 When I was your age . . .

Twist’s University Motors in Grand Rapids, MI, scheduled to be held the following August. What we now refer to
as our Annual Meet, this was a “Roundup” to be held in conjunction with Twist’s annual Summer Party for MG

held in Grand Rapids soon became the annual Bibulous Gallimaufry, now on hold until 2021 in Atlantic City.
th

Birthday Bash,” demonstrating that annual gatherings would

occasions for commemoration!

Goodwood Revival Tour 2022
A luxury fully escorted self-drive tour by
Backwater Classic Car Tours
Fifteen days – Fourteen nights

Join us on this fabulous event
Historic landmarks, scenic villages, gardens and motor
related venues hosted in four-star hotels in exquisite settings
more details: full brochure download and registration
www.backwatertours.co.uk/open-tours-and-car-club-tours/
www.backwatertours.co.uk/open-tours-and-car-club-tours/
e:
e: info@backwatertours.co.uk
info@backwatertours.co.uk
Fall 2020
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14 Gas Pains for JB2265

MG International – Atlantic City 2021
Rick Ingram –

June 14-17, 2021

In only a few months, hundreds of MG enthusiasts from
throughout the United States, Canada, and perhaps even
a few other countries will be attending the sixth multiRegister gathering of the marque, “MG International
– Atlantic City 2021”.
Online registration should be available sometime in late
November 2020.
All events listed below are subject to change at present.
The event website and online registration form will
have current information and pricing for all activities.
We also have a Facebook Group,
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3336095969744088/

, that we recommend you join.
when registrants will be able to pick up their event

the Absecon Lighthouse, and other attractions that
Monday evening we will have our traditional
“Welcome!” gathering, this time at Harrah’s at the
indoor pool area and outside patio. You will want to
attend this event to meet up with friends that you may
not have seen for a while or perhaps to even make new
friends. You will have fun!
Tuesday and Wednesday
tech sessions to attend at Harrah’s as well as self-guided
tours to the Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum
in Philadelphia, to historic Philadelphia, and to historic
to some wineries in the area. Our “silent auction” will
be conducted from Monday through Wednesday at
Harrah’s. We are also working on the possibility of
cooking demonstrations/classes.

Fall 2020

Tuesday evening is “Register Night” which will
be held at Caesar’s Atlantic City on the Boardwalk.
Transportation will be provided or you can drive to
Caesar’s from Harrah’s and park free in their garage.
There will be a “meet and greet” happy hour prior to the
Wednesday evening is a “free” night for you to discover
other nearby attractions and restaurants such as “The
Knife and Fork Inn” or perhaps “Gordon Ramsay’s
Pub & Grill” at Caesars…..you could even grab a beer
Our popular vote car show will be held on Thursday
at the Atlantic County 4-H Fairgrounds. Each Register
will have their own area on the fairgrounds and classes
will be subdivided amongst those areas. There are
restrooms and other buildings on the grounds; food will
be available on site.
historic Philadelphia and Cape May on Thursday for
those of you not wishing to attend the car show at the
fairgrounds.
Thursday evening is our Awards Banquet at
Harrah’s. As in previous years, each Register
will have their own “pre-awards banquet” where most
of the individual class awards will be handed out. We
place awards are presented and other recognitions are
made.
We will bid adieu to Atlantic City on Friday morning.
We hope you will save the date now….as you will NOT
want to miss this gathering of MGs by the sea!

Gas Pains for JB2265 15

Convert your tail lights to LEDs and
reduce the load on your dynamo.
Inserts available for many British vehicles
1931 and later.
Negative or Positive ground.
Red, Amber, or White to match your lens.

Contact: Lew Palmer
sales@brittrix.com

www.brittrix.com

Bespoke Interiors
& Weather Equipment
for
T and MMM
I make custom high quality interiors
and weather equipment for MGs.
Accurate Materials & Colors - custom made
to match original colors and shading.
Connolly Bros. Celstra leather, as original for
Vinyl carefully selected and custom matched.
Weather equipment in fawn wigan, black and
tan modern acrylic fibers.
Carpets in original design for MMM and T series.
Accurate Details - Hand made by a craftsman,
duplicating original details.
Accurate Fit - Kimber Creek can custom make
interior trim panels for your MG to ensure
simple and straightforward installation.

Kimber Creek Ltd.
Tom Wilson
Zionsville, IN USA
(317) 432-1984

16

Kimber0251@gmail.com

We received a nice thank you note from
donation on behalf of Peter Green.
I’m sure everyone has heard of Peter’s
passing early in May. Many of you knew
him well; others by reputation only.
Peter was an MMM enthusiast through
and through, generous with his time,
advice, and help in keeping all of our MGs
on the road.
Information and tribute at
Peter Green Tribute

Fall 2020
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Restoration News
Mike Jansen

M.Jansen@mchsi.com

saga. Here is the penultimate part 3 . . .

Back to Life – Again
for M3415
Part 3

Wilson, which was apparently blessed by several experts to
be the correct color. Of course, this serious attention to such

May 2019 to August 2020
of M-Type 2M/3415. As I mentioned in the last installment,
this article is not meant as a restoration guide, but simply
goals of the restoration, teardown, chassis and chassis
component restoration and through to a rolling chassis. The
second part covered the tub work, engine work, electricals,
wheels, gearbox, interior work, hood frame construction and
hood fabrication as well as a trip to Beaulieu for bits and
The Perfect Blue!

paint, re-assembly, interior, and a few other surprises.

more familiar. Wings, doors, boot, hood, tub, headlamps, and
aprons, along with all fasteners were removed from the car
and taken to Butch, our painter. Chrome components were
wrapped and placed on shelves for safe-keeping and later

After painting, reassembly of the M-type went remarkably
fast again. Work began in late July and by the end of
November was pretty much wrapped up with only a few items
remaining, one of which was the windscreen. Great care was
taken to not scratch any of the newly painted surfaces. We
were pretty lucky in that regard, with only a few scratches
in a couple inconspicuous places. I suppose the time spent

This is probably a good time to mention that in the spirit
of all things British, the fasteners used for the most recent
restoration of 2M/3415 were all British as well. Great

used by the tub builder.
All body pieces were painted “The Perfect Blue” except for
the hood frame which is black. Chassis, running gear, and

the M-Type blue, the question became “what color blue?”
J
an “original” Oxford Blue paint sample provided by Tom

18 Back to Life – Again – for M3415

Just the beginning of reassembly

Just the beginning of reassembly

Yep, the original license plate restored

Windscreen - lots of work to get it just right

Side Valance.

Fall 2020
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We ended up using a later 4 speed gearbox remote, but it looks good.

Progression of the gearbox cover fabrication:

20 Back to Life – Again – for M3415

Of course, everyone who had helped with the work along
the way stopped in every so often to check the status of the
reassembly. When they stopped, we asked them to sign
the tub in the area under the gas tank. Perhaps 40 years
from now, the person who performs the next restoration
of 2M/3415 will uncover this and wonder who all those
people were.
The interior was one of the last items on the list. With
it was the tonneau cover, which on the later M-Types is
permanently fastened to the back of the seat and covers
the hood assembly when folded down. Kimber Creek was
responsible for the seats, panels, and tonneau cover; a local

Steering wheel also turned out sharp!

Fall 2020
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By this time we were pretty close to wrapping up with only
a couple loose ends to attend to. One was the windscreen.

workmanship left a little to be desired, and it turned out
the roughness was obvious to anyone looking at the car.
After much discussion we chose to send both brackets to
a professional metal repair and chrome shop and had the
defects in the right frame repaired. Of course, the glass had
and as luck would have it one of the two pieces of plated
glass broke. Another delay.
By the end of March all was well and 2M/3415 was looking
pretty complete.

saw for sale a pair of Rotax K701 Head Lamp assemblies.
These are the “Once in a Blue Moon”, “Seldom Found”,
“Rarely Heard of”, “Rare as Hen’s Teeth” items known
later M-Types. I will not go into the history of the use of
the K701 or the history of the purchase of Rotax by Lucas;
The timeline is important here…. The K701s were posted
he quickly replied that the lamps had been purchased. I
up a restoration of an M-Type that the lamps would have
and said the lamps where mine! What a deal!
Once I received the lamps, I began the restoration re-silvering, and the rims to the chrome shop in Ohio. One

created a second one, perfectly. The brass cans were taken
to Butch for paint.
While waiting for the pieces of the K701s to return it was
time to begin registering for car shows and Concours
events. What a great year we were going to have, showing
Once the components for the K701s returned from across
the country, my attention turned toward replacing the R47B
Headlamps with the newly restore K701 set. Once done,
there was nothing left to do but admire the car, which after
K701 Restoration steps

22 Back to Life – Again – for M3415

Those of you who are savvy in all things MG will notice
that the headlamp lenses are not accurate for the K701.
Unfortunately, the original glass is no longer produced
or reproduced. The best I could come up with was

Correct K701 lens - anyone have an extra?

Fall 2020
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meets, gatherings, and rallies were being canceled left and
right. The car had been invited to a couple of Concours
will be our local Kendallville car show here in northeast
Indiana sometime in September. Unless of course, the
Editors note: Mike and Doug’s before and after pictures
are perfect to grace the cover of this issue. I visited them in

perhaps an L1, or Q-Type? Anyone know where we can

the road. It doesn’t appear there is much to be sorted out
– engine tuning, a dragging brake or clutch, and a couple
other minor items. All in all, an amazing job done by great

is over we have a lot of time to think and search.

Doug, for sharing your story.

In the meantime, the M-Type is sitting waiting for its day
to be seen.

Meanwhile, someday I hope they follow Mike Sherrell’s
mantra: “Polish it ‘til it gleams, drive it ‘til it smokes!”

With the M-Type complete we ended up with a great sense
of accomplishment, a number of new friends, a plastic tub

piece of MG history.
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Autocar Mary 12, 1939. Choose your used MG!`
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The “Production Line” at Abingdon October 1939
Filling the time, waiting for war production work to start
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Perhaps that old adage “You can fool some of the people some of the time” applies when friends and fellow MG
enthusiasts remark on how organized I am. I probably have things more organized than many, but it doesn’t help
newsletter, but plain and simple missed a couple. Rather than hold them over for three months we will have a Labor
Day extra. In the future I’ll do a better job on this.
As fast as Lew Palmer seems to be working on the restoration of his M type, it probably would be a disservice to
him to keep his tale under wraps. I’m hoping he’ll provide updates as work progresses. One can get a sense of what
he’s working on if you follow the Triple M Register forum ( https://www.triple-mregister.org/forums/default.asp ).
Bill Bollendock graciously submitted his story of PA Midgets settling in Colorado in response to my call for newsletter
info. It’s a good read, and it looks like he’s involved in selling a really nice duo blue PA right now; look at the ad.
I’ve also included the beginning the story of MG’s involvement in WW II. Eighty-two years have passed since the
important stories there. Without the experience and technical manufacturing expertise MG gained in those six
years it is unlikely they would have survived. I will tell more of the stories in future editions.
The front cover picture is one I don’t think many have seen. Taken in October 1939, the factory had been mostly
cleared out of inventory and production tooling, with staff standing idle waiting for “war work” to start. A decision
assembly of TBs and VAs continued, with a couple SAs added in. Who’s got one?
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“Retired” Registrar’s Ramblings,
aka Director of MMM Vehicle Records
Lew Palmer

Lew@roundaboutmanor.com

Yes, retired. Well not completely. I have been wanting to withdraw from being the Registrar for some time. Luckily, Reinout
Vogt was willing to step up and assume at least a part of my duties. This was both a blessing and a curse. Although Reinout
will assume the member side of the Registrar’s duties, I will retain the registration and maintenance of the cars side.
But the curse, you ask? Well, way back in 1989, Bill Tantau asked me if I would assume the role of Registrar. I think he said
“Just continue the work of your predecessor. He’s moving to Singapore.” Little did I realize what a monumental task that
would be. The register database had been put in an ancient version of FoxPro. Only the current paid membership was kept,
Microsoft Access. Over the next 21 years, that database has grown with ever increasing functionality. But I realize that the
solution. Thus, the curse. It’s been 10 years since I worked in the computer industry and the old brain isn’t getting any smarter,
so my knowledge of how to do such a migration has been fading and quickly disappearing in the rear-view mirror.
Happily, we have a young smart computer person in our midst named Casey Duncan, our current webmaster. Hopefully, with
his help and expertise, we’ll accomplish the transition to a web based solution and life will go on.
So please welcome Reinout as your next Registrar. I won’t be disappearing completely, as I will continue to be around to
answer your questions, keep the records of your cars up to date, and help you with any questions as it related to car registration
and to tap the resources of the UK Triple-M Register and the MG Car Club.
For now,
Lew

A Tangled Tale
The Story of a 1930 MG M-type Midget, #2M1281
by Lew Palmer
Sometime in the early 1960s, 2M1281 was in the possession
October issue of “Road and Track” he advertised the little
M-type for sale, as well as a Rolls Royce Shooting Brake.
The asking price for the M-type was $435.
Mr. J.M. (Jack) Cooper of Escondido responded to the ad,
agreeing to purchase the vehicle for the advertised price of
photograph of the car as forwarded by Mr. Shore.

2

The deal was struck on September 25, 1965. Mr. Cooper
forwarded a check for the full amount, suitably endorsed
with the car chassis number 2M2068, Registration Number
RB2517, Engine Number A37905.
By October 27th, Mr. Cooper’s check had been cashed and
returned to his bank, but no word had been heard from Mr.
Shore. Again on November 10th, Mr. Cooper wrote to Mr.
Shore again asking where the car was. His letter must have
crossed in the mail, as on November 9th, Mr. Shore wrote
claiming the selected freight forwarder had gone out of
On this same date, Mr. Shore forwarded a bill of sale (and
this is where things went horribly wrong) stating the M-type
being sold was 2M1281, Registration Number GJ5795,
Engine Number 1068A.
Wait! This was clearly not the car Mr. Cooper thought he
bought!

Finally, on December 17th, 2M1281, was loaded on the ship
SS Taranger. It arrived in San Diego, California 10 days
later.
By this time, Mr. Cooper knew he was being scammed. He
wrote to the Advertising Department at “Road and Track”
Inspector General.
in London, and after another exchange of letters, the London
Solicitor turned matters over to Scotland Yard.
Scotland Yard was able to determine the seller was not
Mr. P. Shore, but in reality was named John Scott Smart.
He was arrested, charged, and granted bail, but absconded
before trial. As best as Scotland Yard could determine, Mr.
Shore (Smart) was then in California.
To make matters even more confusing, 2M1281 came to Mr.
Cooper bearing a factory guarantee plate showing
chassis number 2M1211. Mr. Cooper was so
disheartened, he put the car in storage for the next
42 years, never to look at it again. Upon his death,
his son liquidated the estate, selling the car to Mr.
Paul Brown, then residing in Ramona, California.
Mr. Brown later moved to Woodstock, Georgia.
Again, the car sat in storage until in November
2019 when I purchased it.
So whatever happened to the car that Mr. Cooper
thought he was purchasing? 2M2068 is not currently
known to the Triple-M Register; however, the
registration number RB2517 and Engine Number
A37905 are ascribed to 2M1347. That vehicle
when last hear from was in Napa, California, but I
have been unable to reach its last recorded owner.
As of this writing, I am working to restore 2M1281,
despite the car having been badly repaired in the
distant past.
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Restoration News
Lew Palmer

Lew@roundaboutmanor.com

With all this time on his hands now that he’s a “Retired Registrar,” Lew brings us up to speed on
the latest project. His report is prefaced with an article he wrote about the ownership history
of 2M1281 for the UK Triple-M Register Bulletin and the Minnesota T Register.

Back from the Dead - 2M1281
Back in the late fall of 2019, I sold my Airline Coupe to a
fellow in Japan - Kiyoo Shinohara. That left an open spot in
the garage. What to do. About that time, a 1930 MG M-type
on its way from Georgia to Minnesota.
This car had been sitting for some years (54 to be exact) with
nothing being done to it. So it was in a visibly decent shape,
but in reality the body was decrepit. I quickly realized that a
whole new body would need to be built. Having completely

“Wooden surgery” and a facelift for the 90 year old patient
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Compared to the Airline, the M-type is deceivingly complex.
Getting the wooden pieces cut and shaped, the angles right,
and the subtle curves accurate was quite a challenge Over
the next 4 months, a lot of sawdust and a lot of wasted ash
wood littered the garage. But in the end, I’m quite pleased
with the result. It has now been protected with marine spar
varnish, covered with a layer of padding, and the vinyl skin
of the skin will be done once the body is reunited with the
chassis.

The chassis has been a story of delay after delay. I didn’t want
the chassis to be sandblasted and sit bare only to rust without
paint. So once I had ordered the epoxy primer and ceramic
top coat paint from Eastwood, I brought the chassis to a local
company to have 90 years of grease, dirt, and paint removed.
Then I found out that Eastwood had back-order the paint.
The immediately shipped the activator, but not the other parts
of the paint. It was another 6 weeks before the order was

So on to the engine. Stripping it down, I tried removing the

not much cleanup had to be done.

realized I needed a specialized bearing puller - one that could
grip the center hole of the bearing and use a slide hammer to
ease it out. I found one online that could be with me later that
same week and ordered it, only to receive a receipt that says
it would be with me in 6 weeks. (sound familiar?) Once it
came, a few minutes later the bearing was out. A home made

In the meantime, I had been cleaning and painting numerous
small parts that could be removed. It was clear that new
springs were in order, as the old ones and their corresponding
shackles were worn badly to the point that a number of
the individual spring leaves were only half their original
thickness. Sports and Vintage Motors in the UK no longer
sell road springs, and Brost Forge went out of business a
few years ago. But happily, Jones Springs in the UK are still
in business so my order was placed for 4 new road springs.
the springs were on their way to me. I was jubilant! But not
reassemble the rear axle and got everything mounted. But
On triple-M cars, the springs have a dimple in the center of
each leaf. That is so all of the leaves line up and can’t shift.
That dimple carries through to the top and bottom plates to
which the shock absorber and the axle beam attach. After
that no, the axle does not ride above the spring and the ends
of the axle beam do not curve downward. Then it dawned
on me - THE SPRINGS WERE MADE WRONG! The
dimple in the spring leaves had been pressed in the wrong
direction. Jones Springs, to their credit, took responsibility

boss wouldn’t budge. So I thought I should remove the bolts
holding the cover on. BIG MISTAKE. Those bolts were
removed the bolts, there was no way to separate the two.
Besides, the pilot bearing was in the way of the crankshaft

The engine was stripped down and the block brought to my
local machinist for cleaning and inspection. The pistons were
still the standard 57mm and there was only minor wear to the
cylinder walls. The machinist recommending going to 0.010
oversize, but he needed the new pistons to proceed. My usual
supplier don’t do .010 over pistons and the smallest they
have is .020 over. So instead, I found a company in Australia
who had some +,010 pistons in stock - or so they said. I told
them to ship them and send me the invoice. It’s now been
over a month and they now tell me they will ship them, but I
have been waiting a week for them to send me the invoice so
they can ship them. Silence!
So delay after delay and months go by, but I try to do
something every day, however small. I can’t wait to have the
chassis back on 4 wheels and would like to have it in Atlantic
City for next year’s all MG event. We’ll see.

on August 24th they arrived. Thank you, Jones Springs!
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2M1281’s chassis coming together. It’s amazing how fast Lew can get things done!
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Classified Ads
1934 MG PA, #0726. Engine #978AP.
Minor paint issues.
$37,000.
Lots of documentation since restoration with many pictures.
Contact Bill Bollendock donker@aol.com (303) 870-2960
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The Saga of 4 MG PA Midgets
Bill Bollendock’s story, written in 2000, about PA Midget’s settling in the west.
A year ago there was one MG PA along the front range of
all started from an advertisement on the internet that got
four members of the Rocky Mt MG T Register all thinking
along the same lines. Hard to tell how the action to purchase
probably had its birth when Jack Kahler sent me an email
saying that a 1935 PA was for sale in New Zealand. The car
was fresh from a total restoration and Jack indicated that a
picture was available on the internet. My wife Jeanne and I
were leaving the next morning for several weeks out of the
country and I put the email aside, as I didn’t have time to
look into the matter.
At the same time, Mike Francks had seen the email and sent
a reply to Frank Carter, the owner in New Zealand, asking
for details and for the additional pictures per Frank Carter’s
data on the internet. Mike had several emails with Frank on
the subject of the car over the next several days, as Mike
Flashback now to several days before Jack had sent me the
information that a PA was for sale. Another member of our
club, Don Sass, had gotten into the interchange of emails with
Frank Carter, as he was also very interested in purchasing a
PA. Don asked Frank to fast-track some pictures to him to
aid in his decision process and was anxiously awaiting the
mail. All this was going on, not knowing that others in the
club were also in contact with Frank Carter.
Meanwhile, on the beach in the Caribbean, I was enjoying
the sun, sand, great food, a good book and as much beer
as I wanted, when per chance I mentioned to Jeanne that a
PA was for sale in New Zealand. I had planned to take the
TA there for the MG Rallye 2001 in January of that year
after having had the MG TA in Australia for their Natmeet
in April of 2000. Why not buy the PA in New Zealand
and forget the TA shipping? Yes, why not indeed! This
discussion took place at the very end of our island stay, so
if he had heard any more about the car. I was told that Mike
was waiting for pictures from Frank Carter and that he was
very interested in the car. I immediately called Mike; yes,
he was still waiting for pictures of the car that had been sent
over two weeks earlier, but he did have a picture of the car
he had from the internet that he would bring over to show
me.
Meanwhile, at the Sass ranch, Don received copies of
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the pictures from Frank Carter and was contemplating
the situation. Since Don was in the market for a PA, he’d
also asked for pictures from two other sellers and had
also received them. So Don had three sets of pictures to
mull over. Not knowing that others were thinking, talking,
looking at pictures and in contact with Frank Carter, Don
was taking his time making up his mind.
Mike arrived at my door with the picture of Frank Carter’s
PA, and I knew at once that I too was also interested. So
now there were two people who knew each other that
wanted the car and Don Sass, whom we didn’t know, was
also interested and out there making up his mind.
After seeing the picture, I told Mike I would call my friend
the car and perhaps look at it for us. I was on the telephone
to John within the hour and learned that he and Frank were
“mates” and that the car was one of the best PAs he had
seen. The car had been restored by Frank over many years
and had been to the MG gatherings in NZ and taken about
all the awards available. Further, John thought so much of
Frank’s work that he had Frank do the body tub on his TA
Tickford, then under restoration. Jeanne and I had been to
the MG Rallye 1999 in Queenstown the previous year and
had stopped to see John and Brenda on our way home and
had seen the outstanding Tickford bodywork. At that point
in time I had no knowledge of the forthcoming PA sale.
John’s words were all I needed to hear and I called Mike
and passed along the data and said if he did not buy the car,
I would. Mike said that he was still undecided and he would
let me know what he planned to do the next day.
I was away from home the next evening, but found a
telephone message from Mike that he had decided to
pass on the car. I immediately called Frank Carter to ask
where he wanted the money sent. I got Frank’s answering
machine and I explained who I was, that I had spoken with
John Hancock, that I wanted to purchase the PA, and where
when we returned, I found a message from Frank saying
he had spoken to John and to please call ASAP. So I did,
and found that the plot really thickened. Frank explained
that after receiving my strange message about buying the
out who this crazy Yank was. John put him straight that if I
said I wanted the car, not to worry, I wanted the car.

Frank and his call back to me. During that time, after Frank
had spoken to John about me, Frank had gotten a call from
Japan also stating, “where do you want the money sent”,
but having talked to John about me before that call, he had
the die had been cast.
So, there were actually four people lusting over the PA.
Mike and I, who knew each other were interested, Don
Sass, who didn’t know that we were interested and the wild
card from Japan that none of us knew had shown interest.
When I spoke to Frank, he asked if I knew the other two
individuals in the Denver area interested in the car; that was
puzzle.
Ah, but the story continues. I wired Frank monies the
his bank and the sale was complete. In my conversation
with John Hancock, John said that there was another PA
available in Auckland and did I know of anyone else that
might be interested? I called Jack Kahler and he called the
other owner and made a deal for the car. So now there were
two PAs in NZ now owned by two “mates” in Littleton
Colorado. Jack and I were already planning our trip to the
MG Rally 2001 in Masterson, NZ when I got a return call
from Don Sass that he had purchased a PA in Conn. and that
the car was in transit by shipper. I really wanted to see the
pictures he had of the car and I drove to his home in Parker,
Southeast of Denver to see them.

So, in the span of only a few weeks, all four of us became
PA owners. Don’s very handsome duo-blue car sits in his
garage; Mike’s very complete project PA sits in his garage
and Jack and my PAs sit in John Hancock’s garage in
Auckland, awaiting our arrival in January. John has been
a real mate, as he has gotten both cars registered and will
be supplying help to get both cars into a shipping container
after the Meet in Masterson 8-12 January 2001.
I can’t supply any information on the buyer from Japan, but
I hope he found a PA also.
The Saga of the Four PAs will continue during the coming
years, as Mike and Jack complete restorations and Don and
I will have our PAs at many of the gatherings here in the
States during the next few years. The restoration process
has already started for Mike and Jack, as each have brought
many “pounds” of bits (both the £ and weight variety!)
home from the September Beaulieu Autojumble. I am sure
that there will be many more tales to tell on these four PAs.
Fast forward to Spring of 2016. My PA, PA2015, was sold
to a buyer in New York a few years back, Mike’s PA was
passed on the Randy Copleman, after Mike’s sudden death.
Don’s PA is driven on occasion and Jack Kahler’s PA has
been to any location that there is a road that will get it there.

The pictures Don showed me looked great and he was very
excited about the new car. He also showed me the pictures
of the other PA he had been interested in and I brought them
back to Mike Francks that day. Mike called the owner in
Ohio and started a conversation that resulted in his purchase
of the PA.
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We are 82 years removed from the week that Great Britain
declared war on Germany, essentially the start of WWII.
As a ‘small company’ within one of the largest businesses

George Propert, the General Manager of MG at the time,
chronicled the company’s work throughout the war in a
small book published in 1946 for limited distribution to
more on the story to follow in the next issue.
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